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TO THE 


READER, 



H £ ceremony of an Introdu&ion to this 
attempt, is a taik which I fliould wil« 
lingty have declined; but as there are 
feVemt difibrtnt tranllations of Terence alreadj^ 
(e}ct^nt> it becomes an obvious queftion^ what ne^ 
eisffity theare is fpr adding to the number ? In an-» 
^er to this^ i beg leave briefly to relate the oc;^ 
cbfion of this undertaking f-— after which^ I hope 
ik^ Reader will be pleafed to receive it with the 
ca&dour due to aji humble offer, rather than with 
the indignation due ta an impertinent obtrufion* 

* About the middle of laft fummer, fome gen^ 
riemen in a mixed company having engaged in a 
difpute concerning the comparative merits of the 
afitii^nc and modern Drama, the Comedies of Te« 
rence became the fubjeA of general cionverfation : 
in the courfe of the debate one of the party ob- 
kffvedy that although the* beauty and elegance of 
Ihtt Aoifhor were univerfally acknowledged by 
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the learned world ; yet the Englifh Reader^ and 
particularly the fair fex, whofe fyftem of educa? 
tion precluded them from the key to his works 
in the original, could difcern very little of his 
^ excellence through the medium of a tranjlation. 

I do not recoiled: that I had at that time feen any 
one* tranflation of Terence ; but reflefting on the 
gentleman's remark, I fome time after examined 
all that fell in my way. The firft was a very old 
one, and fo perfeftly literal, that it was fcarcely 
intelligible. — - — The fecond is by Echard and 
dther^. — ^^A f^ecimeri or two of the ftile of thefc 
gentlemen will be fufficient. (E.-g.) " Poor P//- 
'^ gariick muft meet with a dry beatingJ^'-^^^ He'll 
^* fall to the old dog-trick J* — ^* Get you gone if 
" y6u have zny guts in your ^m»j.*'-^And in their 
fage for refin^ilnent, they talk of k youftg man's 
being as hndL as a bbdy-bufe^ &c. In a wordy 
it may be called Terence burkfqued.-'^Thc third is 
by Patrick. — ^The Author of this advertifes the 
Reader not to^ expedt an elegant tranflation, but 
only an expofition of Terence's meaning, as .he 
de%ned it for the inltru&ion of youth at. Schools. 
But he feems in fome inftances to have gone be^ 
yond the modefty of his pretenfions ; and pcir- 
haps, had he intended his work for another fet 
of Readers, he might have produced what he 
has. profeffedly declined, an elegant Tranflation. 
The: laft I have, feen is Mr. Colman's.---^I am 

very 


^ 111 J 


' very fenfible of the regard due to a living rifpu- 
tation ; but 1 hope there will be no indelicacy in 
fuch obfi^rvations as I Ihall offer, on that gentk- 
man'^ performance. — Mr. Colman is undoubtedly 
poflefled of every qualification eflential to* a po« 
fite fcholar. The teftimony of an individual in* 
deed is needlefs to him, whbfe works have already 
obtained the fanftion of public approbation. He 
has long worn the bays; may they continue to 
jBouriih around his temples. — Is not Mr. Col- 
nian's then the very tranflation' of Terence fo 
long wiflied for by the learned World? I ap- 
prehend not ; — for the very projeft, whereby 
he has attempted to exhibit Terence, as nearly 
as poffible, in the fame drefs in which he appear- 
ed at Rome, feems to me to have produced in 
general a very different effeft— I mean his dreflP- 
ing him in Englilh blank vnfe. 

It is true thsX-^Ti^oribus atque Poetis 
§uidlibet audendi f^iftper fiiit aympotejias. - 

But this privilege, as Horace tells us, does pp^ 
extend to unnatural combinations ^ in which view I 
cannot but confider the uniting Comedy with blank 
verfe. As Mr. Colman has exerted no lefs labour 
than ingenuity in defence of his plan, (though 
by the way, few things that are right in them- 
fclves require fuch pains in the proof) I fliali beg 
leave to offer one or two plain obfervations on the 
9ther fide of the queftion. And 


And firft, the Latin Cm^dies 9» well as Trage^ 
tBes were performed to mufic ; to which the metre 
of Terence (however irregular) feems happily 
adapted ; at the fame time that its particular cha*> 
rader^ as Mr. Colman obferves, is its " familia-* 
?^ rity, and near approach to common converfti 
*^. tion.'* Now I cannot fuppofe, that Mr, Col-r 
man had the remoteft idea of having his tranfla-i 
tion performed in Jt^aV^/Zv^;-^ And it appears tq 
me| that the artificial ehke as well as arrangement 
of word^j added to the naturs^ gravity of £ngn 
liSk blank verfe^ are peculiarly adapted to Tragic 
smd Bpic Poetry; but are reftridtive of^ if not 
totally incompatible with, the truej^W/ and Jlow-t 
h^Hffeoi cme dialogue. I alfo think that Frofit 
(or as Mrt Colman calls itj bufHbk Profe) at the 
&me time that it is the true language of CQnver*? 
fation, m&y be elevated to the dignity of any 
fituation, fentiment, or expreiSon, that is to be 
found in the Comedies of Terence, And I am 
not afraid to add, that of the two, I think that 
fpleciihi in letters (as Mr« Colman calls it) an 
Ifipic Poem [viss. the Telemaque] or Tragedy in 
pofi^ more tolerablej^ at leaft more natural, than 
fi Cme^ in blank z^^^-r-becaufe even the moft fu^ 
blime fentiments pf Tragedy or Epic Poetry aro 
conceived (if \ vmy ^^ expreft myfelf) xn profit 
«nd afterwards wrought into i;2fi^^;7!-Twhereas nq 
man will pretend| that his fai^Uiax thought* flow 
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]A mffrBf or that he can hold a converfation in 
iknk verfi. 

I am willing to abide by the authority of 
Sh^kefpeare's beft works as the flandard of na-» 
tore — I fay his beft works^ becaule his genius was 
no lefs irregular than fublime.— ^In his deepeft 
Tragedies he has introduced profe^ where he has 
introduced camk Jiefies^^^Tke Merchant of Venice, 
Meafui^e fot Meafure, &c. are Tragicomedies — fa<» 
ving the cataftrophe and a few loofe fcenesj they are 
Tragedies ; and therefore the greater part of them 
m written in ilank verfi — The Merry Wires of 
Windfor, Much ado about Nothing, &c. are al- 
inoft pure Comedies, and therefore almoft entirely 
written in profe. 

Thefe inftances of Shakefpeare's beji works 
may fui&ce in general.*— There is alfo a rich vein 
of imagination in many of his plays, which, 
though fpmetimes fv»»iV, is fo exceedingly ^^//V^/, 
that it certainly appears to advantage in verji : 
(e. g.) Mercutio'i; defqription of Q^een Mab in 
Romeo and Juliet,-T-The Fairy Scenes in a Mid- 
fumnier Night's Dream, &c. -*-» But thefe are pe* 
cultar to the genius and unbounded fancy of 
Shakefpeare; and therefore cannot be urged as 
^ prededeot for a tranflation of Terence, whofe 
dtaloguie ts merely famUar, and as frise from pae^ 
tieal im4j;iry, as Shak^fpeare's is full of it. 
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Mr. Colman in his preface fays, (artfully c- 
nough) " The mere modern Critic, whofeidea of 
*^ blank verfe is perhaps attached to that empty 

fwell of phrafeology fo frequent in our late 

Tragedies, may confider my notions as void of 
*^ foundation, and will not readily allow, thM 
'^ the fame mealure can be as well adapted to 
^* the expreffion of comic humour,, as to the 
" pathos of Tragedy." My idea of blank verfe 
is no more attached to that empty fwell of phlrafeor 
logy, than Mr. Colman's ; and yet I cannot rea- 
dily allow, that the fame meafure can be as well 
adapted to the expreffion of comic humour, as 
to the pathos of Tragedy. — He even goes fo far. 
as to fay, that '^ blank verfe not only admits of 
*^ humour, but even heightens and embellilhes 
♦^ it," Shakef^eare (to whofc works at large I 
refer the ingenuous enquirer) fcems by his prac- 
tice to have thought otherwife, notwithftanding 
Mr. Colman has adduced his example to confirm 
his own opinion. — But if that gentleman will 
only turn the part of Sir John FalftafF, or the 
comic fcenes of Benedick and Beatrice into 
blank verfe, I dare fay, the fucgefs of the un- 
dertaking will fettle the difpute. 

It were needlefs to fpeak of Johnfon, Mafien<^ 
ger,^ &c. becaufe Shakefpeare's authority is com-- 
plete in itfelf, and fuperfedes that of all other 
dramatick Poets whateverj— befides, by referring 
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to that alone^ the matter in queftion becomes 
contra&ed;, as it were, to a fingle point. 

After all arguments on either fide, the ftile and 
manner of writing, as well as of painting, muft 
be ultimately determined by their effeEl. If Mr* 
Colman's blank verfe has the true efFeft of fami- 
liar converfation, and will not only ^* admit of 
^* humour, but even heighten and embellifli it ;" 
—In a word, if Terence feems as free and un- 
confirained in his translation, as in the original, 
let blank verfe in Comedy be preferred. But if 
the artificial choice and arrangement of words, 
added to the natural gravity of blank verfe, are 
peculiarly adapted to Tragic and Epic Poetry ; 
and are reftriftive of, if not totally incompatible 
with, the true fpirit and flowing eafe of Comic 
Pialogue, (which I have already declared to be 
my fentiments) muft the genius of Englilh Co- 
medy .be forced into a ftiff and aukward gait on 
fiiltSy becaufe the irregular iambicks of Terence 
move with an air full of grace and familiar eafe ? 

Mr. Colman may ftigmatize me as a mere mo- 
dem Critic, or by any other term he fliall think 
me deferving of, for daring to diflent from him. 
A parade of learning is unneceflary ; but I will 
refer him to as antient and certain an authority 
as any he has produced, I mean that of common 
finfi. The greateft geniufes have Ihewn the greateft 

extravagancies. •--«-- Dryden wrote Tragedies in^ 

rhyme ; * 


tkyrrie; he afterwards recanted his error, Mfs 
Colman has tranilated Comedies mto blank verier 
— This ftrikes me as an error no lefs than Dry- 
den's ; and yet I can fafely fay with Mr. Colnian, 
that ** I have never attempted to litigate any 
•• opinion from a petulant fpirit of contradiAion^ 
** or an ambition of novelty.'* 

I fhould not perhaps have taken the liberty of 
delivering my fenttments fo freely relative to Mf •' 
Colm^n^s pfan, had not he affirmed^ that ^* all 
«* attempts to render the Comedies of the an- 
¥ tients mto prefiy muft prove, as they ever have 
" proved, unfuccefsfiil :'^ Which has an evident 
tendency to preclude all futwrt attempts on any 
other plan than his own; I'fliould here have 
fobjoincd the firft fcene (with the foHloquy fbl- 
fowing) of Mr. Colman^s Self-Tormentor ; it be- 
ing one of the moft ferious and affeding fcenes 
in Terence, and confequently one of the moflf 
favourable to blank verfe : But upon a friend^ 
fuggefting that it might adtnit of an invidious 

interpretation, I have declined' it. 

* 

To conclude ; as I cannot but be of opinion, 
Aat there is no Englift metre yet difcoverei fit for 
comic diabgue; which opinion, I think, confirm-* 
ed by the pradtice of our comic writers ; I have 
attempted in this edition^ of the Seif-Tormentor 
and the Brothers*, to give the Reader a fpecimett. 
of a Ubesat tranflaiion of Terence* in profi^r^Sy n 
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Sherid trioilafion^ I mtiin^ tfait I hare .eodtt^ 
Toured ta fxprefs the true &nib dF tfae Latin 
Author in tjie Englifli idiom^ ib as to giv^ the 
Hefiiier as tniith tht idea 4)/ mgtnai fmUng,, and 
as little that of a tranjlation as pofSble. I havt^ 
not admitted any foreign phrafe^; K^Mve^er fami- 
tiar to US5 where we have fyiionimous ones in our 
own langua^, becaufe^ though I wifli to make 
Terence fpeak as a gentleman, I would not htve 
him appear fantaftical. I know not whether I 
ought to apologize for reducing the Attic money 
into Engliih, as being more iatelligibls to the 
£ngHfii Reader. The manners I have endea* 
voured to preferve unoiixed. The arguments 
and prdogues I have ^tireljr omitted ; die for^ 
mer as being unaecefiary anticSpajCiona cf thft 
Headec^f eurioiiey, and the latter as ^coiififiiog of 
little more than invedives on the part of Terence 
againft the illiberal behaviour of his cotempora- 
ries. Many elifions of vowels (which perhaps a 
a nice Reader^may refent) I have fubmitted to ; 
having found, upon trial, that the contrary prac- 
tice was attended with a degree of ftiffnefs whirfi 
I cpuld not reconcile to the familiarity of En- 
liih converfation. As to notes, &c, I have de- 
ferred all thoughts of that kind, at leaft till \ 
know what difficulties I have to encounter from 
the reception this Eflay Ihall meet with ; Where^ 
IHi if I have failed, ^^ i am copfident^ (and I 
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fpeak it with as much fincerity as Mr. Colman)' 
V that my ill fucxefs is entirely owing to the 
^f lamenefs of the execution of a plan^ which 
^ may be more happily purfucd by fome abler 
^ writer/' 

It gives me no fmall fatisfa&ion to find the 
opinion of a nobleman lately deceafed (whofe 
tajie I believe few will difpute) exaftly concur-* 
ring with mine ; as appears by the following ex- 
trad: from Lord Chefterfield's Letters to his Son, 
^' Tragedy muft be fomewhat bigger than life, or 
^^ it would not affeQ: us, &c. — It is quite othcr-r 
*< wife with Comedy, which ihould be inere com^ 
f * mon life, and not one jot bigger* Every char 
^' rader Ihould fpeak upon the ib^e, not only 
^' what it would utter in the fame Situation, but 
if in the Jam manner m which it yrould exprefs it,'- 
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HEAUTONTIMORUMENOS, 

, . OR.' 

S E LF-T ORMENTORj 

Ta^tn from ibe Grc^ of Ideninftr, wai ftef- 

formed at the Megalefian Games at Rome, when 
Lucius Cornelius Leotulus, and Lucius Valcriu* 
Flaccus were Curule .^diles.— Lucius Am- 
biviu»~Tw:piO} »id Lucius AdUius Fneneltinus 
afted.—— Flaccus, Claudius's Freed-man, com- 
pofed the mufick. — The firft time it was afted* 
the mufick was performed on unequal flutes ; 
the fecond time, on two right-handed flutes.— 
It was aded a third dme, when Marcus Juven- 
tius and Titus Sempronius were confuls. 


PERSONS of the PLAY. 

MENEDEMUS. 
CHREMES. 

CLIN I A, Son to Mehedemus. 
CLITIPHO, Son to Chremes. 
DROMO, Clihia's Servant. 
SYRUS, Clitiphd's Servant. 
SOSTRATA, Wife to Chremes. 
ANTIPHILA, Miftrefs to Clinia. 
BACCHIS, Miftrefs to Clitipho. 
Antiphila's Nurse. 
PHRYGIA, Bacchis's Maid* 


SCENE, in the Country, near Athens. 


< 




■ ■ 


Terence^fi Self-Tormentor. 


ACT I. 

SCENE L 

Cbremes, Menedemus. 

C H R E M £ 8» 

ALTHOUGH the commencement of our 
acquaintance is but of late date^ and was 
occafion'd merely by your purchafing an 
eftate near mine, yet either your virtue, or the 
circumftance of our being neighbours, (which I 
think bears an afEnity to friendlhip) induces me 
tp tell you freely and familiarly, that you appear 
\.o me to laboui: more intenfely than is either con* 
iiftent with your age, or requifite for your affairs. 
fqXi io the naji^e pf heaven an4 earth, what 
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1 SELF-TORMENTOR. 

would jcm hare ? What can be yonr vienr > Yon 
are^ as I conje^re, at leait fixty years of age^ if 
)Mt more-— No man in this country has a better 
or more ample eftate — you have fervants too in 
abundance— and yet you are a$ diligent in doing 
their offices^ as diough you had none at alL Let 
me go out never fo early, or return never fo late, 
I am fure to fee you either plowing, digging, or 
fainting.under burthens ; In a word» you.feem re^ 
gardlefs of yourfelf, arid are never at reft. — I am 
fure all this cannot be for amufement : — But you 
will fay perhaps^,. ^* I cannot bear to fee my.bufi- 
*^ nefs advanceTo flowly.**~Were you, inftead. of 
labouring yourfelf, to employ your time in exer- 
ciiing your fervants, you would find it turn out 
more to your advantage^ 

Menedemus^ Have you fo much leifure, Chre* 
mes, from your own ajQfairs, that you can intereft 
yourfelf in thofe of others, wherein you have no 

concern ? 

Cbremes. 1 am a fnan -— and think fnyfdf interejtei 
in every thing that concerns mankind. Imagine that I 
\vii(h either to advife you, or to be informed my- 
felf ; If what you do, is right, I would follow 
your example ; if wrong, | would d&fitjade you 
from perfifting in it. 

Menedemus. 1 follow my humour, ^o you the 
fame. 

Cbremes. Can it be any man% humour to torv 

pient himfelf ? Mnedemus^ 
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MenedemuSk It is mine! 

Chromes. If iiny thing afflifts you, I wifli it ptfier- 
ivife. — But what peculiar misfortune is this of your'i»? 
.How can you have merited fuch ievere mortification? 

Mmedemus^ Alas I alas ! 

Chrems. I befcech you 4o not weep, Ijut make 
ta§ acquainted with the caufe of your gri^ ;— Do 
not eonccal it —-fear nothing'— and be aiTur'd^ 
either my confolation, advice, or fortunej is at 
ypur command* 

Mmedenm. Do you wifti to kfipw the qawfe ? . 

Chrems% I do — *-^ and for the reafo» 1 have 
l^ven yovu 

Mfn^ikmus* I will tcU it yw* 

Cbrtms* . But in the me^n time do not fatigue 
yourfelf, and pray lay down thpfc rakes* 

Mmdmus^ By no means* 

Chretnts. What can be your defign ? 

Miiiedenms^ Suffer me to lead a life of Jabour^ 
widiout a moment's intermii&on. 

Cbr^ms^ I win not fuffer ypu. ^ 

[Taking th£ rakes from hinu\ 

Mmdemus^ Ah ! this is not weU-^djoing^ 

Ckrmes^ What ! and fuch hiovy qws tpp ? 

Mmcdcmus. Such is my offence* 

Chreffus. Now fpeak* 

j^/Uvedmus^ I have an only fon — ah ! what did 
I fay — I havep-^l had an only fon, Chremcs ;7f- 
Whether I have no^^ vv not, is uucertaiOf 
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■Chremes. How fo ? 
"' 'Menedemus. You Ihall hear:' — There came hi- 
ther fome time fince a poor old woman from Co- 
rinth 2 -^Her daughter my fon fell defperately m 
love with ; infomuch, that He became attached to 
her^as though Ihe had been his wife. This con- 

'hedion he kept a fecret from me. — As foon as I 

'difcover*d it, I began to reprove hiiti, not with 
that' gentlenefs which the love-fick mind of a ten- 
der youth required, but with violence, after the 
common manner of fathers. My daily lefturc 
wa9,-s-^* Do you think to continue thefe courfcs, 
<^ and keep a miftrefs, as 'twere a wife, in n^ 
" life-time ? You are miftaken, Clinia, and do not 

-^* jknow me, if that be your defign. I am willing 
** to acknowledge you as long as you conduct your- 
** felf in a manner worthy of mj^ fon* ; — but when 
*^ you ceafe to do that, I fhall confider how I am 

'** to conduft my felf in a manner wnrthy of your 

« father This love arifes from nothing but mere 

** idlenefs. At your time of life, I did not de- 
:.^ vote my felf to love; but travelled into Afia, con- 

*^ ftrainM by poverty, - and there acquired both 
** honour and riches by the profeffion of arms.*'— 
At length -the matter came to this, — the youth, by 
hearing the fame lefture repeated again and again, 
- was at laft quite overcome ; and fuppofing me to 
"have more judgment and forefight, through age 
and experience, than himfelf, fet off for Afiato 
•enter ihto the Perfian f(irvice. Chnm. 
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Cbremes. What fay you ? 
. Menedemus. He left me privately — and has been 
now gone thefe three months. 

Chremes. You have been both to blame—though 
I think this expedition fhews your fon to be of an 
ingenuous and enterprizing difpofition. ^ . 
. Menedemus. As foon as I learnt this from his. 
intimates, I returned home — overwhelmed and al- 
moft diftra&ed with grief — I threw myfelf into my 
chair — immediately my fervants haften'd to my af- 
fiftance — ^fome to Ihift my drefs— fome to get qiy 
couch ready — whilft others prepared a rcpaft for 
TfVf refrelhment; each zealouily endeavouring to 
alleviate my. fbrrow.— ^bferving this, J begaxi tO: 
refleft— *^ Shall fo many fervants labour to paipper. 
^^ me only ? io many to drefs me ? . Shall 1 keep 
*f up fuch ,^n expeoce for jwjj^^ alone ? whilft myv 
** only fon, who is. at leaft equally, if not more 
^f entitled to fuch accommodations, (as being 
" more fuitable to his age) is driven from home 
/^ by my injuftice?-, — rWas I to do this^ J ihould 
think mylplf jjeferving of every misfortune that 
can befall me. As long therefore as he under- 
goes the hardfliips of life, and is banifli'd bis 
country tjbrough my feverity -^ I am determin*d 
to punifh myfelf by toiling, getting, and faving 
*^ all I can for his fervice.*'~rr-I immediately fet 
about executmg my refolutioa— -I difpos'd of all 
cay wardrobe and ^ouflxold furpiitqre--— my flayes 

T>^ ' of 
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of both fexes (except tlktfe who cotild get tK^ir 
IhreliiiOod by worWng in the country) I fet up to 
ialc — I put a bill upon my houfe :— -!n % Word, 
hating collefted between two and three thoufand 
pounds, 1 pufchas'd this farm— — hefe I labour, 
—•I perfuade myfelf, that by undergoing this 
voluntary penance I leffen the injury I hare done 
my fen ; and that I have no right to enjoy any 
pleafure whatever, unlefs he returns fafe to par- 
take It with me. 

Chremes. I judge you to be an affeftionate fa- 
ther, and him a no kfs obedient fon-^f properly 
managed. But you did not know him fufficiently^i 
nor he you^ In which cafe there \% no living hap- 
pily together. You never Ihew'd him how dearly 
jtou lov'd him ; not* did he ever daite repofe that 
confidence In you which wa* due to a father >r^- 
Othetwife thefc troubles had ttever happened. 

Menedmus. I cotrfefi the truth of what you 
fay — »jy conduA has been unpardonable, 

Cbrtntes* But I hope and truflf it will not be 
long before he returns t}6 you in fafety. 

Mtnedmus^ The Gods grant it.- 

€hremi5. They wHL-^ln the meantime, if 'tis 
j^reeable to you, pray indulge mt with your com- 
pany toHfefy *t my houfe, to keep the prefeht fefti- 
val in honour of Bacchus, 

Menedmm. Impoffible, 

ChreMesr Why fo ? I bdeech yen fp^te your -. 
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felf a littl e- " > Y our abfetft fon wpuld vnXh you 

to do {O0 

Menedemus* I cannot juftify fparing myfilfs i«4io 
have driven him to % ftace of mifery* 

CbmnM, Are yoQ fix'd in that fent ime»t ? 

Menedemus. I am. 

Chremes^ Then farewel. 

Menedemus. Fare you well alfo« 

[£:«/ Menedemus. 

Chremes. He has drawn tears from me, and I 

pity him from my fouL-^But as the day is tar fpent, 

^tis time I had reminded my friend Phania of his 

engagement to fup Mrith me**— I'll go and fee whe* 

ther he is at home — \^gQes to Phania^ s doory and 

returns^'] There was no occafion ; They tell me he 

has been fome time at my houfe^ and I am makix^ 

my gueils wait<i^-^But the door opens— who i» it 

poming oyt l—VW retire, and obferve. \J£aui. 

SCENE IL 

Glitipho Chremes. 

CUtiphof [To Clhtia witbinJ] You have nothing 
to fear, Clinia ^— They have not yet ftay'd long 
f-«nd you ta&f be aiiiir'd your miflrefs wil| come 
ptefendy with the md&nger you have fent for her» 
Let me intreat you therefore, not to alarm your- 
felf with needk& appneheniions. 

0>rmes, Who is it my fon is talking to f 

Clitipbo, 
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• Clitipho. Here comes my father, whom I wUhy 
to fee — rU go fpeak to him. — ^Sir, you are come 
in good time^ 

Chremes.^ What has happened ? 

Clitipho. Do you know our neighbour Meoe- 
demus ? 

Chremes. I do- 

Clitipho. Do you know that he has a fon ? 

Chremes. I have hear'd fo—- in Afia. 

Clitipho. He is not in Afia— He is at our houfe, 

Chremes. What fay you ? 

Clitipho. I met him juft landing from the fhip, 
and immediately brought him home to fup with us 
-—for we have been intimates from our Childhood. 

Chremes. You tell me good news. How I wife 
Menedemus had accepted my invitation to come 
home with me, that I might have been the firft to 
farprize him with this unexpefted joy at my houfe ! 
■■ and it is not yet too late ' 

Clitipho. Take care what yeu do — You had 
better not 

Chremes. Why fo ? 

CKtipho. Becaufe Clinia is as yet undetermlii'd 
how to difpofe of himfelf.---He is but juft arrived 
— He fears every thing— His father's difpleafure, 
and the iilate of his miftrefs's affe&ions. •— He is in 
love with her to diftradlion : — His going abroad^ 
and all this trouble. was on her accounts 

Chremes. I know it, 

Clitipho^ 
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CUtipho. tte has juft fent his fervant into the 
city to her, and I have ordered Syrus to accom- 
pany him. 

Chumes. What fays Clinia fince his return ? 

CUtipho. Says ? that he is wretched. 

Chremes. Wretched? Who has lefs reafon to 
be fo? Is there a thing upon earth, which men 
efteem as a blefEng, that he has not ? Parents, his 
country in profperity, friends, family, relations, 
riches ? And yet thefe are all according to the 

mind of him who pbfiefles them : If a man 

knows how to ufe them, they are blefSngs ; if not, 
the contrary. 

CUtipho. But the old man was always of a ri- 
gid complexion ; and I fear nothing fo much, as 
that hell carry his refentment againft his fon ftill 
farther. 

Chremes. He ?— But I'll fupprefs what I know, 
as Clinia*s dread of his father may be of fervice to 
my fon. [AJide.'] 

CUtipho. You were faying fomething to your- 
felf. Sir. 

Chremes. I was faying, — that however the cafe 

flood, Clinia fliould have remained at home. 

Granting his father to have cenfur'd his irregulari- 
ties with a little too much afperity, he Ihould have 
borne with it:— —-For whom can he bear with, if 
not his own father ? Was it reafonable that he 
Ihould live after \Mfon^s manner, or his fan aft«r 
- ' ^ his? 
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Us? And as to the particular harihrncfi he oomfhiM 
of .^ it js not ib* The feveritiea of fathers ve ge- 
nerally aiike^ and belong in fome degree to thoie 
of the mildcft difpofition^-^They do not approve 
of their fons going frequently to ill boufei**'-^nor 
of their giving frequent entertainments ;-M^.^They 
limit their expences ;— All which tend§ to promote 
« virtuous condu^« But when the niind is cor-^ 
rupted by irregular pafl&ons, it neceflarily becomes 

tddii3;ed to meafure^ equally irregular*— .^Attend 
to this maxim, Clitipho ; " tnaif: yourfilf wifr fy 
** the experience q/ others.^^ 

Clitipho. You are right. Sir* 

Chreme^. I will now go in and fee what is pre-* 
par'd for fupper : Do you, as the day is far ad- 
iranc'd, take care not to be out of the way« 

[^Exit Chftmc$* 

CUtipho foluu What unfair judges are ail fa- 
thers in regard to us young frllow* !*-—- TJwy ex- 
pedt us to become old men at once frojn boys, 
ivithout tailing thofe pleafures which youth na- 
turally afFedts. They would regulate our deiires 
by their own^-'as they now are, -^ not as they once 
were. Well^ if ever I have a fpn-^hc fliall find 
.me an indulgent father, i will tai^e every oppor- 
tunity of knowing his faults---^^nly to forgive 
them i -^not like mine, who is always backing bis 
own fentimcBts by the examples of others.** , uk i^ 

j^ers me to death i«-i— Whefi he ii in }>i|i cvps^ 

what 
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what accounts does he entertain me with of his 
own extravagancies ? Now he fays,/* Make your- 
** Jelf wife by the experience of other s^ \ How 
fhrewd he is ! Little does he know he might as 
well preach to the deaf. Now when my miftrefs 
fpeaks, I am all attention. " Give me thisy and 
** bring me that^^ ftie cries — Then I know not what 
anfwer to give her, and am the mbft miferable 
wretch exifting. My friend Clinia's amour in- 
deed has its inconveniencies ; but then hh miftrefs 
is ia girl of virtuous and modeft breeding, and 
totally unpra<flis'd in the arts of a town*lady ; mint 
is a proud, faucy, high*minded, extravagant prin* 
cefs :- — Then all I have to giv« her is fair words— 
for as to money I have none— —but I dare not 
tell her fo. • I met with thiis piece of mifchief but 
lately, and my father as yet knows nothing of the 
matter. {Exit. 
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ACT IL 

SCENE h 
CUnia — Clitipho. 

Clinia, 

IF ?tll had been welj, I am fure tfeey would have 
b^TO here before fhi* time i but I ajin afraid 
Aotiphiia hw beeMR wmipted in my abfence~-T-l 
havQ many reafoi\$ fof thinking fo-^— ^and the 
thought diitra<!t9 me- Opportunitfji ^tuauoui her 
age^ and being under th^ gondu^ of a bad mo* 
ther, with whom hUerefi is every thii)g< . 

CMpbo^ Clinia I 

C&>/j. I am very miferable. 

Clitipho. Pray take care that none of your fa- 
ther's family fees you. 

CUnia. I will 1 have an ill-divining fouh 

Clitipho. Will you be ftill anticipating misfor- 
tunes before you know of any ? 

CUnia. Had there been none, they'd have been 
here before this time. 

Clitipho. They'll be here prefently. 

CUnia. When will that be ? 

Clitipho. You don't confider how far it is off;— 
Befides, you are fufficiently acquainted with wo- 
men. 
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* 

tnen^ to know that tkeit curling and buiUii^ up 

iheir head-drefs takes up a whole ^ear. 
CUttia. O Clitipho^ I am full of fears« 
Clitipho* Courage 1 Here comes DrottiO, and 

Syrus with him-^— -They'll tlow be here inftantly^ 


SCENE iL 
Syrus f Dromo, Clinky Oilipho^ 

S/rus. Say you fo ? 

DratHO. Tis as I told you, —^ but while we are 
idiicourfing, the ladies are left behind. 

aitipboj. Po you heafj Clima? Your miftrdii 
^s juft herc^ 

jC/zhmu i now at l^ both hear, and fee, and 
4U31 reviv'd^ Clitipho^ 

DremOf No wonder they are left behind^ they 
are io encumbered — r^tl^ey have a whole troop of 
female attendant^ with thenv 

CUuUu I'm undone \ Whence sure thofe at* 

tendants? 

CUtifiM^ Do you alk me ? 

SyruSf We iho^uld not have left them} they 
l>ring a great many valuables with them,. 

Ctimop Tis all over with me i 

Syrus. Jewels and cloth68r~?rand ic grows late, 

and they don't know the way : — It was W^9^ ^ 

£ 2 ua 
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us to leave them Run back inftantly, and meet 

them Dromo— Halle— —away. 

Clinia. Wretch that I am ! -»- from what hopes- 
am I fallen ! 

Clitipbo. What's the matter ? What new caufc 
have you for uneafinefs ? 

CUnia. Do you aik ? — Her attendants, jewels, 
clothes— when I left her with only one little fer- 
vant girl— How came Ihe by thentj think you ? 

Clitipbo. Hah ! now I underftand you. 

Syrus. Good Gods ! what a multitude ! Our 

houfe will fcarcely contain them ^What eating 

and drinking will here be ! Our old gentleman 
will be out of his wits. But here are the young 
ones, whom I was wifliing to fee. 

CUnia. Oh heavens ! whither is faith fled ? 
Whilft I have been diflraftedly wandering in a 
ftrange country for your fake, Antiphila, you have 
cnrichM yourfelf, and forfaken me in my misfor- 
tunes. For your fake, I am at this time in the 

utmoft difcredit, and have been guilty of difobe* 
dience to my father. I now grieve, and am afliam'd 
that all his advice and admonitions on the man- 
ners of thefe women, were to no purpofe ; and 
that he could never prevail on me to leave her :— 
Which I will now do, I am determined ; though 
when I might have done it with a better grace, I 
refused.— There cannot be a more miferable being 
tha^ I amf 
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Syrus. He certainly, has mifconceiv'd the mean- 
ing of what we have been faying.^— Clinia, the 
opinion you have formed of your miflxefs is alto-^ 
gether erroneous. For both her life and affcftion 
towards you arc the fame as ever, as far as wc 
can judge from every circumftance we have feen, - 

Clinia. What fay you ? Tell me, I befeech 
you ! For there is nothing upon- earth I now wiili 
for more, than to find my fufpicions groundlefs, 

Syrus. In the firft place, (that you m'ay not be 
ignorant of any thing that concerns her) the old 
woman, who was call'd her mother, was not fo* — 

She is dead. This I overheard her telling the 

other lady, as they were walking hither. 

Clitipho. Who is that other lady ? 

Syrus. Stay. Let me firft go on with what I 
have begun— —I ihall come to that queftion after- 
wards. 

CUtipbo. Difpatch then. 

Syrifs. Firft of all, when we came to the houfe, 
Dromo knocks at the. door ; an old woman comes 

forth ; upon her opening the door, he enters.^ 1 

follow; the old woman fliuts the door, and returns 
to her work.--. — iThe only way to know, Clinia, 
Vi^hat kind of life ihe led during your abfence, was 
to furprizC/ her unawares : For that gave us an op- 
portunity of jud^ng of her daily employment,— 
the trueft teft of her difpofition.— -*We found her 

induftrioully weaving the web : She was dreft in 

plain 
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plain moumii^ for the old womaii^ as I fuppdfe, 

who was dead* She had none of thofe oraa** 

ments which women wear to pleafe others < > 
no artificial complexion* Her hair was loole^ 
long, and flowing negligently about her ihoulders* 
——Peace ! 

Qinia. My dear Syrus— ^ — flatter me not with 
falfe hopesy I befeech you. 

Syrus* The old woman was fpinning the woof* 
There was befides one little girl ; . fl ie was at 
Work airo> in a raggedy mcan^ (latternly dre&. 

Clittpho. If thefe things are true, Clinia, as { 
believe they are, where is there a more fortunatie 
man than yourfelf ? Do you mark that fitde ^rl 
whom he fpeaks of, as \ma^ £> meanly attired > 
It is a ftrong indication that the miil)refs is virr 
tuontis, when her confidante is in ^ich ill plight i 
For it is a maxim with our gallants, to bribe 
the maid in order to gain accefs to the miftre^ 

CMnuu Go any I befeedi you ^ biit beware of 
endeavouring to porchafe jBsiVGrur at the eifpence of 
truth. What faid ibe, wben yoo named me ? 

&yrm^ When we told her you were rotnm'd, 
;^d had fent for her, flie inflantly let go the web, 
and burft into tears ; the efl<d of her extve^e joy 
at the. hopes of feeing you* 

Chiwu As I life^ I am tran%K)rted to that de? 
I^ee> I know not where I aoor— «-I was fo s^arm'd 
before* 

CUtiphOf 
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Cliiiph* But without taufe, I know^ CUnia. 
Come now^ Syrus, tell us who that other 


lady is. 

Syrus. That other lady is— —your Bacchus* 
CUtipho. H^ ! What ? Bacchis ? Why you vil- 
lain ! whither are you bringing her ? 

Sj^us. Whither am I bringing her?— ^ To 
our houfe* 

CUtipho. What! to my father's ? 

Syrus. Yes, to your father's* 

CUtipbo. Oh the audacious impudence of the 
fellow ! 

Sjrm* Hark'ye*--^-^" There can be no great or 
memorabk adion without danger.^* 

CUtipkom Look to it. You are feeking to gain 
credit for yourfelf at the hazard of my life; 
wherein if you make the leaft flip, I am ruin'd. 
What's next to be done ? 

Syrus. Why then— ^ 

CUtipho, What then > 

syrus. If you'll fiiflFer me, 111 tell you. 

Clinia. Suffer him» ' 

CUtipho I do. 

Syrus. This affair is now juft as i f 

iOUtipbo^ . What ! Is the varlet beginning a tale > 

Clinia. Syrus, he is right --•CMnit all digrefEons, 
and come to the point at once* 

Syrus. I can no longer contain myfelf.— — Civ 
tipho, your behaviour is too injiurisDUS to be borne. 

Clinia. Certainly he Ihould be bcard.--*'Silencev 

Syrus. 
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^rus. You wifli to haVe ah amour — you wifh 
to poffcfs your miftrefs "--iand you wilh to have 
wherewithal to fupport her ; — but as to running any 
rifk in thefe purfuits— you defire to be excufed :— 
Rare wifdom this of your's ! if it is wifdbm to 
wifh for impoflibilities. In fliort, you may have 
your wiihes on thefe terms, or none. The condi- 
tions are before you — take your choice . of the al- 
ternative : — Tho* I know that the fcheme I have in 
hand is both a wife and a fafe one — for you will 
fcave an opportunity of enjoying your miftrefs*s 
company at your father's houfe, without fear of a 
difcovery, while I fhall find a way .to get -you the 
money you have promised her — to effeA which> 
you have already deafened me with your impor- 
tunities.- What would you have more ? 

. Clitipbo. If this can be brought about* ■ ■ 

Syrus. If ? try it, and you'll be convinced* 

Clitipho. Come then, -let -us know this fcheme 
of your's— -What is it ?! 

Syrus^- We will pretend that your miflrefs ishis* 

Clitipho. Hey-day ! and what will he . do with 
his own ? is fhe to be call'd hh too, as if dne 
miflrefy^was not a fufficient flifcredit to a man ? 

S^us. No — fhe fhall be fent to your niother. 

Clitfpbo. What then ? 

Syrus. It would be tedious to tell you why 1 do 
this ; I have a reafon for it. 

Clitipho. Stuflf ! I fee no folid reafon; why I 
fliouid run fo great a rifk* ' 

Syrus. 
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SyrttS. Sday^I have another projed, if you 
dillike this, which you will both of you confefs to 
be clear of all danget. 

C&ipho. Ay, this is the very fort of one I 
^ifli for. 

Syrus. Very well — Fil go mfeet the ladies^ and 
teU< them^-^they may e'en return home again. 

Ciitipbo. Ha ! what ihean you ? 

Syrus. r mean to rid you of all fear, fo that 
you may fleep fecurely on either fide. 

(Mtiph>. What am I to do now? 

Clinia. Do ? Happinefs is 
• CHiipho. Phiy tell ipe truly, Syru§. 

Syrus. Refolve quickly — or you'll wifli you had 
m rairi, whi^ - tis too late. ; [Gmng. 

CUnia. Happinefs, I fay, is in your power,-*-^ 
enjoy it whilfl: you may— for you know not whe- 
ther! you may ever have fuch another opportunity. 

Clitip&o. Syrtii, Ifay. 

Sp-Ms. Go (m i M .I jhall do as Ifaid. 


CSt^ho. 'You are right, Clinia,— Syrus, Syrus^ 
I fay— —.hark ye^ hark ye, Syrus. 
• Sjrus. He-s iiiov'd. lA/ide.']*^ — ^What would 
you have ? 

Clitipho. Come back, come back. 
. Sp^s. Here! am — what do you want? pre* 
fejntly yoiiUl bell me this does not pleafe you. 

Ciitipbo O 'Syrus, I commit myfelf, my love, 
a«id ciredit critJtdf to your diredtioa— you are fole 

F judge 
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judge— beware of any ncgleft In * the di&harge of 
your office. 

Syrus. It's ridiculous enough for you to give mer 
thaC4^ution, Clitipho-*--— as if I hadlefs at ftake 
than yourfelf. If any unlucky difcovery ihould 
happQB, you may have words, but blows .will be 
my lot«H«Be affur'd therefore, nothing ihall be ne- 
gjefted on my part. You hate ofnl Jr • to peribade 
Clinia. that Bacchis may pafs.for his mifliefs. 

Clinia. You may depend on me — The matter is 
now indeed in fuch a fituation, that ^^tis.a caie of 

neceffity. 

CMpho. You are truly worthy the affedtioil I 

Bear you, Clinia* - - 

. CUtka. But is there no danger of ber making a 
^povery > . ■ . 

• Syrus* She is perfect 4n her lefibn^ . 

.CMtipbo. I wonder how you , could . prevail, on 
her, who is ufed to carry her head fo high ! 

Syrus. I took her at a proper- feafoi^ which is 
^ways a point of no fmall moment. — I found a 
poor officer of the army foliating to fpend thd 
evening with 'her : She treated the man with fuch 
art, that Ihe inflamed his pafcons by refufing to 
gratify them— ^and this ihe did, to oblige you.— 
But hirkye^ take care you are upon your guard. 
You know your father, how quick6ghted he is in 
thefc matters ; and I know you, how unable you 
are to command yourfelf. We mlift have no am? 

biguous 
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lilguous expreilions^ no fide-glances-— no fighingi 
hemming, coughing, laughing. . 

Clitipho. You fliall commend me. 

Syrus. Look to it ■ ■ 

Clitipho. You Ihall admire nle. 

Syrus. But how quickly the ladies are come-U{» 
to us ! 

Clitipho. Where are they ?r ^Why do you 

hold me ? • 

Syrus. Bacchis is none of yours now. 

Clitipho. I know it — before my father;— —but 
now in the -mean time— — 

Syrus. By no means. 

Clitipho* Suflfer me. 
' Sfrus. I will not. - • 

CUtipho. But for a moment. '^ 

♦ S^tts. I forbid it. 

Clitipho. Only to falute her. 

Syms. If you are in your Senfes, begone* 

Clitipho. I go— But what does Clinia ? 

Syrus. He ftays. , ^ ' 

Clitipho. O happy ipan i 

Sjrus. Gret away. {Exeunt^ 
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jBacchis, Antiphiky Climax Syrus. 

* Baechis. Truly, my Antiphila, J cpnamend you, 
a^d think you happy in having f^udied to adapt 
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your nAnntx% to the beauty a^d ejeg^ace pf youp 
pcrfon : and as I live, I do apt W0B4^r that ev^ry 
man is enamoured pf you, fcwr yoyr difc.aurfe has 
acquainted me with the fweetnefg of ypur diCpofi- 
tion. And when J epif^e to cow^d^r the nature of 
your life, and thait df fueh a$ you, who do not 
admit -a variety of lovers, I am not furpriz'd that 
you difier ^iltegether from us, who do ; i - ■■ I t is 
your intereft to be good ; — as to us, thofe we c;Qn+ 
verfe with, will not fuffer us to bn fo* Fgr pur 
lovers ^re allured JR^eyely by ^^yr bea^yj J^nd 
when that fades, transfer, their ^edion; eUe^^^^^i 
fo that if we do not make fon^e pfpyti^on is^ (he 
mean time, we become dei]k|tutC 8nd. 4/sUiX^d. 
Now with you — when you h^ye qffifi ref^ly'^ to 
fpend your life witjk ^, imn whofe mai>n!^SL fire 
agreeable to your own, he becg^^ i^ttfiQh'd t^ ^u,^ 
Thus by reciprocal . Idndnefs ypu ^^ eijtir^ly de* 
voted to each pthjer, fo that no c;i,l4mity pan pof^ 
fibly happen to ioterrypt yoyr Iqvq, 

Antiphila^ I know not wh^t Pth^fs d9rn*>for 
myfelf I know, that it \\2^% ^iwjiys l?ew my ftudy to 
fi^qp][nmodate both my inclinations s^nd intereit. to 
thofe of Ciinia, 

CUnia^ (overhearing Antiphila). Ah ! therefore, my 
Antiphila, you alone have breu^t me back to my 
native country ; for while I was abfent, all other 
hardlhips were unfelt, fave that of living with-, 
put you, {Af^^t 

(Hittia^ 


Clinta. Syrus, I can fcarce endure it : — Wretch 
that I am — Ihall I be debarrM the poffeffion of 
iudh truth — fuch • tendernefs ? 

Syrps. Nay, as far as I can judge from your 
father's manner, it will be fom^' time yet before 
he relents. 

Bacchis. Who is that young gentleman looking 
at us ? 

. Antiiphila. [_S^eing Qiniaj Ah ! fuppprt me^ I be- 
ie^ch you I 
., ^acchis. . Blefs n\e ? what's the jnatter ? 

Jntiphila. Oh ! I die ! 
. Bacchis. Fm terrified to the laft degre? ! Wh?^t 
has furprizy you^ jntiphila ? 

Antiplnla^ Do J fee C^linia, or not ? 

bacchis. Who is it .you fee? 

Clinia. \RMmng to em^rdKjs AntiphildJ] The hear 
yens preferye thee, qiy 4e^r Antiphil?i •• 

Jutiph^kk. And the^j^ my dear long-wifli'd for 

Clinia, 

Clinia. How doft thou ? 
• 4f^^hHa'p Fnj oveyqpnie with joy at your fafc 
return, 

Clinia, And do | l^d xlfutt qnce more. And- 
phil?i ? My fovl's delight ! 

iSfrw, <j?t in, gex ip, the old geotifsma's waiti- 
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ACT III. 

S C E N E I. 
QnremeSj Menedemus* 

Chremes. 

IT is now morning— —why do I delay to knock 
at my neighbour's door, that I may. be the 
firft to apprize him of his fonV, return ? though I 
know 'tis what the youth would not chiife : — But 
when I fee Menedemus tormenting himfelf fq mi- 
ferably about his abfence, Ihall J conceal this un- 
cxpefted joy from him, efpecially when the difco- 
very can be attended with no danger to his fon .>— 
I will not conceal it ; for I will affift the. old man 
in every thing I can. As I fee my fon affifts his 
friend and equal, and is his confident in all his affairs, 
it is but jyfl that we old men Ihould join ^Ifo ia 
aflifting each other. 

Menedemus. Certainly my natural difpofitlon is 
unhappily prone to mifery ; or the proverb, which 
fays that time is a cure for human forrow- — ^is 
falfe. For my forrow concerning my fon increafes 
upon me daily ;^ and the longer he is abfent from 
me, the more anxious, and defirous I am of fee* 
ing him. 

Chremes. But I fee him coming out of his door 
rU go fpeak to him* Menedemus, your fer-. 

vant^F* 
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vant*— T-I bring you news which you'll be glad 
to hear._.. 

Mendsmus. Have you heard any' thing of my 
ibii, Chremes ? 
• Chremes. He's alive and well. ; 

Menedemm* Where is he, pray ? 

Chreims. At my houfe-^ 

Menedemus* My fon ? 
, Chrme^. Yes.— r; — . 

. MeHede$imu Comehome ? • 

: Chrtmes. Certainly. 

. Menedemus. My Clinia come home ? • 

€X>remes. *Ti& as I faid. 

Msnedemus. Let us go. — ^O bring me to him ! . 

Cbremts* He would not have you know of his 
return, and avoids your prefence, through a fenfe 

of his fault ; befides, he fears that your former 

feverity may be increased. 

Metiedemus. Have not you told him how it is 
with me ? 

Chremes. No 

Menedemus. Why, Chremes ? 

Chremes. Becaufe 'twould be a very imprudent 
ftep for you both, was you to ihow him how weak 
and irrefolute your mind is. 

Menedemus. I cannot help it.— Already, Chre- 
mes, -already I have a£ted the fevere father long 
enough. 

Chremes. Ah Menedemus ! you are now preci- 
pitately flying from one extreme to the other—— 

too 
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ted inWh iiitkagehce, or l«> mucfc rigoiirrtittw 
of which will equally fubjed: you to deoc^ and 
ktit>ofitibtli Fitft 6f ally rsther than iufib' your 
fon to keep a miftrefs^ who was then content* vflth 
a little^ and pleased WiiAi diiy thidg^ ym repri- 
manded fo harihly, ihat he li^t you. iSke tiien 
was compelled agatnft iier Will to proftktite her- 

felf for a livelihood. Ndw that Ihfe cittiliot' be 

fupported without an intolerable eirp^nce> fm Hre 
ready to ^ve all that yott ate worth ; i » V" i fo r that 
you may know how well quati^d Ike is ta ruin a 
man, Ihe jiift now brought With her a train of 
more than ten female attendants, all laden with 
rich clothfes and jewd*w— ^^-'•Why, if the governor 
g£ a province had an amouir with Her, Ixe C6uld 
not afford to fupport her extravagance^ m:uch 
lefi you. 

Menedemus. Is Ihe now. at your holife ? 

Chremet. Is fhe, d^yc aft ? I have ^ that ihe 
b« ■ I have given her and her retinue one fup* 
per, and was I to give them-aaothcr fuch> 'tWould 
be all over with me ; for* not it mention other 
matters, what quantities of inline did they confline 
ki taftmg only !-*-*— <« This wine is too rough :- 
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*^ Good Sir, let us have fome of a milder flaivbtir.*' 
I opened ail my veffels, all my cafles.^-w^AH my 
fervants were tired with waiting iot tiiem i^^^^^^ArA 

this was only one night. What will become of 

y^^^ when they live upon 'yoti whoMf ? By h^ven, 
I am miferable to think w*4t hivo»£k thty;^«ttU 
ttiake with your affairs ! Mened. 
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hStnetUmus. Let him do what he will — take, 
tonfume, deftroy ; I am determined to bear it, fo 
bnly I have him with me. 

Chremesy, If that be your determination, I judge 
it a point well Worth your attention, to.fupply him 
in fuch a manner, that he may imagine it done 
without your knowledge. 
Menedemus. What Ihall I do ? 
Chremes.^ Any thing, rather than what you now 
intend. Let him have money through other 

hands,-*-«^fuif^r yourfelf to* be deceived by the 
fubtilty of his fervant. Indeed I have difcover'd 
it is what they are about ;— — they are concerting 

fonie plan together ; Syrus is whifpering with 

your Dromo -r- our fons are holding frequent con- 
fultations— and you had better lofe a pound this 

way, than a ihiUing the other. It is not the 

money that is to be confider'd now, but how you 
can give it him with ' the leaft danger : For if 
he once knows the ftate of your mind, and that 
you would rather facrifice your fortune, and even 
your life itfelf, than fufFer his abfence,— — what a 
door do you open to his extravagance ? Infomuch^ 
that your life muft be miferable ; ^* For we all be^ 
^* tome worfe hy having too much liberty^* Whatever 
fuits his humour, he'll not fcruple to do, without 

refleftihg ^whether it be right or wrong.r You*U 

not bearto iee both him and your fortune . going 
to ruin; and the &ft time you refufe him any 
thing, he'll have recourfe , to what he jlcnpws will 

G have 
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have the grcateft weight with you :— He'll thrcatcit j 

immediately to go from you. j 

Menedemus. You have fet the matter in it's true 
light,-* 'tis really as you fay. 

Chremes. I have not clos'd my eyes this night, 
through anxiety, in ftudying how to reftore your 
fon to you. 

Menedemus. Give me your hand — r-I hope you 
will continue to do me your good offices. 
•. Chremes. You'll find me ever ready to ferve you. 

Menedemus. Do you know what I would have 
you now do ? 

Chremes. Speak. 
■ Menedemus. As you have difcover'd that they 
have already begun to lay a plan for deceiving me 

^ — ^affift them in compleating it. 1 wifti to 

give him whatever he wants* 1 now wilh to 

fee him. 

Chremes. FU take care you fliall.— — I have a 

little bufinefs on my hands at prefent : Our 

neighbours Sinus and Crito are difputing about 
boundaries ;■ they have chofen me arbiter. Vl\ 
go and tell them I cannot attend them to-day as 
I had promise ; — FU be here again immediately. 

[Exit. 

Menedemus* Do fo. Good Gods! That all 

mens minds Jhould be fo framed by nature^ that they 
can fee and judge of other mens affairs better than 
their own! Is it that in our own concerns our 
judgment is blinded by the paffions of joy or for- 

row ? 
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row ? How much wifer has he been for mc in this 
affair, than I could have been for myfelf ! 

Chremes» [ReturningJ] I havedifengag'd myfelf, 
and am entirely at your fervice.— I muft find Syrus, 
and encourage him in this bufinefs. — -^I fee fome- 

body coming out of my houfe : Go you home, 

kft they Ihould difcover that we have been confer- 
ring together, [Exeunt. 

SCENE II. 

SyruSy Chremes. 

Syrus. Seek up and down every, way, Syrus,— 
money muft be found :— -The old man muft be 
chous'd. 

Chremes. [Overhearing bim.'] Did not I know 
what they were about? That fervant of Clinia's is 

rather dull, therefore his province is deliver^ 

to our Syrus. [Afide. 

Syrus. Who is that fpeaking ?-, — -"-Fm undone ! 
H e did not hear me fure. [4fi^n 

Chremes. Syrus^ 

Sj^rus. Sir. 

Chremes. \yhat are you about here ? 

Syrus. Nothing, Sir.— rl wonder to fee. you .up 
fo early this morning, after drinking fo much 
yefterday. 

fhremes. Not too piuch. 

Q 7, Syrus. 
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T^rus. Not too much, fay you ? You arc I^f 
an eagle, which in his old age, they fay^ /Hve^ 
folely ^by drinking, 

Cbremes. Enough, Syrus. . 

Syrus. A pleafant facetious woman this fame 
courtefan, 

Cbremes. So fhe feemM to me. 

Syrus* And a good figur e ..n 

Chr ernes. Well enough* 

S)n'us. Nay, ifeally handfome,rrrat leaft as wot 
men go npwra-days, I don^ in the leaft wonder 
that Clinia is fo fond of her : But his father is a 
covetous, miferable, dry, old-r — He's a neighbour 
©f ourSi i D'ye know him ? As if he was not 
worth a Ihilling in the world, his fon was obliged 
to fly the country through abfolute want.--— -Did 
not you hear of it ? 

ChremeSn Certainly. — There's a fellow that de^; 
fervcs bridewell, 

Syrus. Who ? 

Chremes. I mean the fervant of the young 
gentleman 

Syrus. Ah> Syrus ! I trembled for yqur flioul- 
ders. {AJide, 

Cbremes. For fuflfering it to be fo. 

S^us. What could he do ? 

Cbremes. Do ? He might have found out fome 
means or other. He fliould have contrivM ftnne 
ftratagem to have procured the yosxvtjg min ^ money 

for 
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for hh miftrefs^ and . hiive fav'd c|us nejty cxld naaa 
ligajaft his mil. 

Syrus. You arejeftix^^ 

Chremes. I fay, this is .udiat :be pught to have 
done, Syrus. 

Syrus. So ho ! Pray do you cptnroend thpfe 
fervants who cheat dieir msrfters ? 

€hremes. In fuch cafes— I commend them, 

Syrus. Very well indeed ! 

Chremes. Becaufe it often may prevent a great 
deal of uneafinefs. — Had this beeA done, his only 
fon had never left him. 

Syrus. I don't know whether he £iys all this lu 
jeft or earnefi; but I know he. makes me have ten 
limes n^ore mind than ever to do what I* intended. < 

Chremes. And what does he expedt now ? Means 
he to ftay till CRnia goe^ <^fF a fecond time, thro* 
his inability to fupport his miftrefs ?''^Has he no 
plot on foot againft the old man ? , 

Syrus. He-s a fhipid fellow. 

Chremes. Then you ought to affift him — for the 
fake of the yqu^ gentleman. 

Syrus. *Tis what I can eafily do, if you give 
fhe word ; for I very well know how 'tis lifually 
done. 

Chremes. ^ So much the better. 

S^us. I iterver fail. 

Chremes^ Set about it then. 

Syrus. 


L 
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S^rus, But d'ye hear ? — See that you remember 
this, in cafe any thtng'of the kind Ihould happea 
hereafter (fuch is the 'uncertainty of human af- 
foirs !) to induce -y6ur!:fQn to play the feme 
game with you. 

Chremes. I hope there will be ;no occafion. 

Syrui. I hope fo too. — Not that I fay this, as 
having the leaft notion of any ' fuch affair exifting 
at prefent — but in cjjf— as I faid befote..-^Y.ou 
know how critical a time youth is— and I can tell 
you, Chremes, if fuch an occafion Ihould happen, 
I fliall handle you nobly. 

., Chremes. We'll fee to that when it d^s hap- 
pen :— In the mean time do you f^t about what 
I told you. [Exit Chremes, 

. Syrus. I never knew my mafter fing fo exaftly 
in my k^y before ; nor bad I ever fuch an oppor- 
tunity of playing the rogue with impunity. But 
who is that coming out of our houfe ? 


SCENE III. 

Chremes, Clit'^ho, Sj/rus^ 

Chremes, What is it you mean ? Are thcfe yout 
manners, Ctitipho? Is this acting as becomes you? 
Clitipho. What have I done. Sir ? 
Chremes. Did not I fee your hand in Bacchis's 

bofora ? 


SyruSy 
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Syrus. Airs loft. [Afidf. 

Clitipho. Mine ? 

Chremes. I faw it with thefe eyes — ^ — don't deny 
it. You treat your friend very ill in taking fuch 
liberties.- It's a monftrous af&ont to entertain a 
man at your houfe, and make free with his mif- 
trefs : — Then in your cups yefterday, how indecent 
you was ! 


Syrus. *Tis very true. {,4fide. 

Chremes. How troublefome ! that as 1 live I 
trembled for the confequence. — I know the nature 
of lovers : — ^They are more apt to take offence than 
you imagine. 

Clitipho. But he has a perfe& confidence in me 
that I would not wrong him. 

Chremes. Be it fo :— But certainly you ihould go 
a little out of their fight: —Lovers wifli to be alone 
—and your prefence may be an interruption.— I 
judge fo by myfelf.-=-I have not this day a friend 
in the world to whom I would difclofe all my pri- 
vate tranfaftions. Before one, the dignity of th^ 
man would reftrain me ; -r- before another, (hame ; 
left I Ihould appear either a fool or debauchee. It 
is the fame with Clinia, be afliar'd : And we muft 
learn to accommodate ourfelves on all. occafions 
whatever, to the convenience of our friends.. 

Syrus. What can he fay to this ? [^Afide. 

Clitipho. , Confufion ! 

Syrus* 
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' Syrtis. Clitipho, thefe are the VeVy preccpS' t 
gave you as was the duty of an haheft 3nd 
difcrect monitor. 

Oitipbo. Pray be fiient« 

Syrus^ Well, well. 

Ciremes. Sytus, I am quite afliam'd of him. 

Syrus* I believe it ; and with reafon :— His be^ 
haviour is ofFenfive even to me. 

CUtiph). Won't you be filenf? 

^UsJ' I only fpeak my fentiments; 
• CUtipho. May'nt I be admitted into their com^ 
paiiy ? 

Chremes. Can you with any propriety,' pray ) 

Syriisj Undone ! He?ll betray himfelf before 1 
have got the money, f 4^^]— Chremes, will you 
for oJDce takea fool's advice ? 

C^'mesJ^ ■ What flialH do ? 

S^us* Bid him go fomewh^re out of the Way^ 
' Craipko: Where (hall Igo ? 
- ^t^ti • Where ? —J- where you pleafe : -^ Leav^ 
.tfeem to themfelves-i-gd tike a walk. 

• C5f//>)&^. ' Take a Wallet where ? 

Syrm* - Pfliaw! As if there was ho place to walk 
in.-^Go Ails -way, that Way, any' way you like** 

dhr^mes.' He fays right. ■ I think y^u had 
better.' 

• Qiilpho. The iGodi <x>nf()ufed' tliee,' Syrus, for 
forcing me hence. 

Syrus. 
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J^MS, Po you . for tbe future keep your hands 
vfifhm j^undis. f 4&^ ^0 Cliiipho'\.—[pcit Clitipho.'} 

^ D'ye oWbnrjK him, Chremcs > What do you 

think will become of him, unlefs by frequent re- 
pwoi add adjnonition you take all poffible care of 
his morals ? 

Chremes. That I fliall do. 
]/Syr^i» But there Is no time to be loft. 

Ckrems^ It £hill he done inftantly, 

Sj^m* U yw »re wife 1— for he regards m Mn 
and lefs every day. 

« 

Chreme^. WeU-^bitt have you done any thing 
in that affiiir I mentioA'd to ypu } Have you foiind 
out any ftratagem that will do ? 

Syrus. - You arc fpeaking of our defign upon 
Menedemus i-^l Itave hit upon one jufl now. 

Cbrtmesm You are a diligent fellow : — Come let 
us know it. 

Syrus. rU tell it you— but as one incident arifes 
from another 

Chrtmes^ What is k, Syrus ? 

Syrus. This Bacchis is a very bad woman. 
. Chrtmts. So (he feems. 

Syrus. Nay^ if you knew-— — -obferve what a 
piece of wickednefs Ihe has ^ow in hand 2— There 
liv*d here an old woman of Corinth,— to her flic 
lent about thirty pounds. 

'Chr4i9m. W,faat then > 

S^rus^ 
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SyrMS. The old woman died : She had one 
daughter, a young girl -*- whom ihe left with Bac- 
chis z.% a pledge for the thirty pounds* 
Cbremes. I underftand vou. 

S^rus. She has brought her here with her^ and 
Ihe is now with your wife. 

Chremes. What next ? 

Syrus. She is foliciting Clinta- to give her this 
money, and (ays he fhaU have the girl as a fecu* 
rity.T^She demands the thirty pounds inftantly. 

Chremes. Does Ihe really ? 

Syrus. To be fure !— -D*ye doubt it ? 

Cbremes. So I fuppos*d ; — and what do you in* 
tend doing ? 

Syrus. What ? FU go to Menedemus— tell him 
ihe is a captive from Caria, rich, and of a noble 

family and that he may gain a. great fum by 

redeeming her, 

Chremes. You are in an error. 

Syrus. Why fo ? 

Chremes. I anfwer you for Menedemus— —ril 
not redeem her.— What fay you now ? 

Syrus. Pray fpeak more, agreeably to our wiihes. 

Chremes. But there is no advantage in it. 

Syrus. No advantage ? 

Cbremes. Certainly none. 

Syrus. How fo, I wonder ? 

Chremes. V\\ tell you*— ftay, ftay - ■ what 

makes our door fly open fo fuddenly ? Exeunt. 

ACT 
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ACT IV. 

SCENE I. 

SofiratOy Chremei, Nurfe, Sj^rus, 

So STRATA. 

EITHER I am much deceived, or this is the 
identical ring I fufped it to be-^he fame my 
daughter had with her when fhe was expos'd. 

Chremes. Syrus^ what means my wife by thcfc 
words ? 

Softrata. Nurfe, how is it ? don't you think it 
the fame > 

Nurfi. I faid it was the fame the moment you 
fliew'd it me* 

Sofirata. But have you examined it fufficiently ? 

IJurfi. I have, 

Softrata. Then do you go in^ and if (he has 
done bathing, let me know it.-— FU wait here vx 
the mean time for my huiband. 

Syrus* She wants you— fee what it's for — flie 

ieems alarmed — ^it cannot be without caufe 1 

fear fomething's amifs. 

€bfmes4 What Ihould it be ? — She's always big 
with fome importscnt trifle or other. 

Softrata. My dear hufband ! 

Cbremes. My dear wife ! 

H 1 Softrata. 
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Softrata. I was looking for you, 

Ckremes. Well, your pleafure ? . 

Sojtrata. I muft firft of all beg' you to believe 
that I never dared adt toontrtry to your exprefs 
commands. 

Cbremes. - Would you have rfie cfeitt that which 
is incredibk ? ^Well — I believe you. 

Syru$. This excufe is a prelude to fome mifde- 
metndr of hcr's. [Aj^dei 

■ Sofirata. You muft remember, wh^ti I was ot>€e 
with child, you gave me a pofitive order, if it 
ptoved a girl, not to bring it up. 

Cbremes. I know what you have done— you hare 
brought it up. 

S^frus. If fo. Madam, you have brought a new 
charge upon my mailer's eftato ! [,Afide^ 

Sofirata. No-' There liv'd here a decent el- 
derly womali of C0rinth-«<«to her I gave it to be 
exposed. 

Chrmes. O Jupiter ! that iny perfon fliould he 
guilty of fuch a mofiitrdtis piece of folly ! 

Sofirata^ Alas ! Whttt ^ave I done ? 

Chrems. What ? 

Safir0a. If I have a&ed wrong, my ChremeSj^ 

J did it ignorantly. 

Chremeu You need ftot have told me that-^I 
very well know that you aW always both fpealdrig 
and ading ignorantjly and fooliftilyt How many 
abfur^ities are con^pris^d in lhi9 fibgle afikir } In 

the 
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the firft pUce, had jrou been difpos'd m kaitre w* ' 
garded my authority,* the girl fiioold have heemi' 
difpatch'd.'—— You ou^t not to have forgM ati 
account of her death, whilft in reality you had 
given her a chance for life. But that I paff over 
:ompaffion — maternal affeAion—i-I allow it 
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But how well you have provided for her ! What 
was your defign ? refleft^ ■ It is evident that you 
have betray'd your daughter to thii old woman^ 
either for the purpofe of pi;oftitution, or to be fold 
publickly as a Have.—— I believe '. you thought it 
no matter what became of her, ib only her life 
was faved,-— Who would have to do with foch 
as have no principles of reafon, juftice, of ho* 
nefty — ^who, be it better or worfe, for them or 
againft them, regard nothing but what fquare* 
with their inclinations > 

Softrata. My dear bulband, 1 own I have done 
wrong— I am convinced of it«-— Let me only 
intreat you now, tijat as you are wifer and more 
experienced than I am, you will be fo much the 
more generous in forgiving riiie; fo that your 
juftice may be the guardian of my weaknefs. 

Chums, Well — This fault I forgive. — But 

really, Softrata, my good-nature ipoilsi you. 

Now tell me what was the occafion of your be- 
ginning this flory > 

Softrata. As we women are all foolifhly and mi* 
ferably fuperftitious, When I delivered the child to 

the 
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the old woman 9 1 drew a ring from my finger, and 
ordered that Ihe ihould be be exposed with it; 
that if Ihe died^ ihe might not be without fome 
part of her parents property* 

Ckremes^ Very well — So you have fatisfied your 
Confciencc, and fav'd the child ! 

Softrata. This is the very ring. 

Chremes. Whence had it you ? 

Sofirata. From the young gentlewoman whom 
Bacchis brought here with her. 

Syrus. Hah! \^Afiie^ 

Chremes. What fays ihe ? 

Softrata. She gave it me to hold for her, 
whilft Ihe went to the bath ; — ^at firft I paid no at* 
tention to it, but upon infpedtion, I immediately 
Jcnew it, and ran to you. 

Chremes. What do you now imagine, or under-r 
ftand relative to this gentlewoman ? 

Sqfirata. I know not ; but you may enquire of 
her whence ihe had it, if that can be difcover'd. 

Syrus. I'm undone ! I fee more hopes from this 
incident than I like; — if 'tis fo, ihe is certainly 
ours. iJfide. 

Chremes. Is the woman living to whom you 
delivered the child ? 

Softrata^ I don't know. 

Chremes. How did ihe tell you ihe had difpos'd 
of it? 

Softrata. As I had order'd her. 

Chremes. 
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' Chremes, Tell me the name of the woman, that 
we may enquire for her. 

Sojirata. Philtere. 

Syrus* The very feme — She is certainly fav'd, 
and I am loft. 

Chremes. Softrata, follow me within. 

Sojtrata. How much better this matter has 
cum'd out than I expefted ! I was afraid, 
Chremes, you would have been as unrelenting 
now, as you formerly was about exgofing the, 
child. 

Chremes. ^^ A man cannot always be what he would 
wijh to bey if drcumfiances do not admit of it* * * ■ 
Now my iituation makes me defirous of having a 
daughter — formerly I wilh'd for nothing lefa.. 

[Exeunt. 

S C E N E II. . 


SyruSy folus. 

Either mjr mind prefages falfely, or my defeat is 
near at hand.— All my forces are now fo mife- 
rably ftraiten'd on every fide— unlefs I can contrive 
fome means to prevent Chremes from difcOvering 
that Baccliis is his fon's miftrefs. For as to enter- 
taining any farther hopes of getting the money, or 
imagining I can cajole him — it's all a dreiam. I 
fliall cry viftory if I efcape with a whole ikin.—— 
It makes me mad tho' to have fo delicate a morfel 

{hatched 
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foatchy from my very Up^ fy iiapxpefte<Uy.« 
What fliall I do next ? or what Ih^ll I cjevife ? I 
muft begin upon a new plan. , Courage J i>./7r- 
|]ctk;^ mafitrs all [diffiadiUs^-^Wh^i if I go this 
way to work ? Twon't do. — ^What if that ? TsriU 
be juft the fame thing.' — Bm^ I think thU wgy will 
fucceed. — Nq*~-Y€S 'twilj^^eft pf all.— :— Bravo I 
I have now the bejR: fcheme ppflit>le-^I d^re fi^y I 
ihall recover, that fame momey ^t Uft> whii^h ha> 
Kitherto ilipt thrp* my fingers* [Exit^ 

SCENE III. 

• • • 

• ™ " • ... 

Cttnid. It is not in the power of fortune hence- 
forward to give me a moment*s unhappinefs; — fuch 
is the fulnefs of my prefent joy. I now give my- 
felf up entirely .ta the WiU of my father, refolv^d 
henceforth to lead a more regular life than even 
he himfelf can defirc. 

Syrui. Tis as I thought — She is difcover*d by 
t)iefe words of his. [4/f^*] J am rejoice ;tha{ 
%\x\5 matter has turn'd out fo agreeable to your 
wiflies. 
' Clinia* My <lear Syrus, hav« you hqapd it pray ? 

Syrus. Dpubtlds 1 was- pxefent jtt tbie ^it- 

^overy. 

Cmia. Did ypu ever hear of any man's JAertiog 
with fo exquifi^e a piece of good fortune ? 

Syruu 
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S^us. Never. 

Clima* And let me die If I am half h glad on 
my own account as my Antiphila's, for w^iofe merit 
no honour can be too great. 

. Syrus. I believe it But now, Clinia, you 

muft aflift us in turn. Your friend's affairs muft 
be plac'd in a date of feeiarity, left the old* gentle- 
man difix>ver his miftrefs. 

Clinia. O Jupiter ! 

• Syrus. A truce with your raptures. ' 
CKnia. I fliall marry my Antiphila ! 
SjfTUf. Will you be ftili interrupting me .^ 
Clima. What can I do?— Fm tranfported with' 

}oy T — pJ-ay bear with me. 

Syrusi" I tmift wEether I will or not. 

• Clinia. We Ihall lead the Ufe rf Gods !• 
Syrus. My labour's loft^ I fee. 

Clinia. Speak, I hear you. 

9frus. But you'll not attend. 

CRnia. I will. 

Syruu I fay care muft be taken to place yoxxt 
friend's aflkirs* in a ftate of fecurity. For if you 
go from us, and leave Bacchis behind, the old 
man will immediately know that ihe is Clitipho's 
miftrefs ; whereas if you take her away with you, 
it will be as much coiitceaFd as ever. 

C^nia. But, Syrus, this will effefttiaUy prevent 
my marrying Antiphila ; for with what face can 1 
addrefs my father about it? DY« obfcrvcrmc^ 

I S^S. 
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Syrus. Certainly. 

Ginia. What can I, fay? What cxcufe can 
I make } 

Syrus. What ? I 4on't want you to deal in. 
falfehpdd '; tell him thfc whole affair as it really is. 

Clini0* What fay you ? 
. Syrus* Tell him,. I fay, that you' afc paffionately 
in love with Antiphila, and wifli to marry her— 
that Bacchis is Clitipho's miftrefs. 

Clinia. What you require is juft, reafonable, 
and very praifticable--*-— And I fuppofe you would 
have me enjoin my father to keep it a fecret from 
Ghrcmes.. • . _- . . 

Syrus. No. Fd have him acquaint Cbremcs 
diredtly with^very psurticular of the matter. 

Clinia.\ How J .Afe^ you mad or drunk f Why 
you'll abfolutely ruin him. Js t|xis .th^,;/?^/^ of ft- 
curity you talked of ?^ y, . ' ^ . '\ 

Syrus. This plot is my imfier^piecei I fwell 
with exultation to think I am pqffeft of fvich ex- 
qjuifite force and power of fubtilty, that I can -de- 
ceive- them both by telling the truth : So that- when 
yoiur. old gentleman tells ours that Bacchis is his 
fon's miftrefe,— he'll laugh in his face. , ; 
. Ciiniai But by this mean? you. again deftroy all 
my hopes of marrying^; for as long as Chremes 
thinks that Bacchis is . n^y miftrefs, he'll not truft 
me with his daughter. . Perhaps you cajre not what 

becomes of me. fo Clitipho's fafe. 

Syrus. 
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• §Krw. What a plague ! D'ye think I want to 
have this farce afted for ever ? — One day will fervc 
for me to get the money. I afk no more.' 
Clinia. Will that be fufficient? But what; if his 

« 

father ihould know it ? 

Syrus. You remember the old faying, " What 
if the iky Ihould fall ?^' . 

Clinia. I am afraid to go about it. \ 

Syrus. Afraid ! As if you could not clear your- 
yourfelf at any time, by making a fuUdifcovery. 

Clinia. Come on then — Bring Bacchis over to 
our houfe. 

Syrus*, That's right.— Here ihe is. 


"SCENE IV. 

« 

Bacchis, Qiniay Syrus, DiromOy Thrygia q fervant. 

: Bacchis. 'Twas impudent :enou^ in this fellow 
Syrus, to bring me here with his fine pretences.-^ 
He promiied me the thirty pounds ; if 'he deceives 
me, he ihall entreat long enough before* I come a 
Xecond time«^^^r I'll make an ailignation, which he 
fliall deliver to his mafter, and when Clitipho is in 
the height of expeftatioii, difappoint him — Syrus's 
back will pay for ail. 

Clinia. She promifes you fairly. 

Syrus. But .you think Ihe jefts — She'll p^rforiji 
what ihe prooufes^ if I doh't take care* 

I % Bacchis. 
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\ Bactfnu They're ulleep flire--^rU Wak6 thtm. 
{^A/det^^^^^-^^VhrygOi, did yott obferve Chtriiitts^ 
Villa^. which the maft pointed ovt tx> tit jufi now ? 

Phygia^ I did. 

Baccbis. Next to this farm here on the rij^t hand. 

Pi^OS^* ^ retnember it. 

Baccbis. Run thither full fpeed^ The captain 
is feafiing at that houfe. 

Syrus. What would flie be at ? 

Bsccbis. Tell him I am here> and detldn'd much 
againfl my will ; but that I'll by feme means or 
other give them the flip, and come to him« 

Syrbs. Fm Undone !—Bacchis, ftay, ftay>— whi- 
ther are you (ending her ? — Pray call her back. 

Baccbis. Go, I lay. [lo Pbrygia.'] 

Syrus. But the mon^y'k reftdy. 

Baccbis. Then I ftay. 

^/rus. It will be delivered to you prefendy. 

Bacchic* Juft as jrou pleaft^Dd I preft you 
for it^ 

Syrus. But I have fomethang to tell you% 

Baeebk. What? 

^jfTuz. You muft go oiTer to Mcnedemus^ and 
your train mud follow« 

Baccbis^ What do you meap^ cutiff ? 

Syrus. Mean ? To coin money fbr your fcrvice* 

Baccbis. Do . you think me a prope): peribiv to 
play yout jefeon? 

Syrus^ \C%no jcft^ tfaerePs a reafoa fof \u 

Baccbis. 


iacckii, Hart y<AI ahy lkri:h«e bufiheft With 

»e here? 

^«j, N4 J --^-rU v&n pkf ydU Whiftt'5 yoW due* 

Butchis. The^ let uft be gdiiig. 

5yr»j. Follow me this way. — ^Whit ho ! DirbAio* 

Dromo. Who calls Dromo ? 

^2^^. SyrUsi 

Drom. Whut^is thfe matter ? 

5^5. Lead Bacchis's train over to yoilr Iidu4 
tdimtdhitely« 

Dromo. Why fo > * 

ii^ntf. Aik no quelUont. Lie th^m tak« with 
'em all the baggage tlley brougkc hithen .^-.^^Th^ 
old man will hope to fave chirge^ by theif leaving 

his houfe : ^Littte d^ft hfe thiilft^ thfat foi^ ever^ 

Ihilling he ikv«t^ he^l k^ve ii {>6und to p&y. Ybu, 
DroiAo^ if you h«te iny Wit^ dOfi^t khOW whit 
you ^ knaW4 

SC E N E V. 

Cbr£meSp Sj/ms. 

Chnms. Ai heftveh Ihall biers me^ I am con*^ 

ttttCA i&t Menedemud^ that fuch a misfortune 

Ihould hay6 b^Mciti him^ as the maintdning thdt 

woman with her train of domefticks.— Though I 

know hell not fidel it for fottie time*, he wa# fd de- 

firous of feeing -llii (dii i iut Wh^ &« fit^i lb tail 

s^ charge 
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a charge repeated daily^ and without end^ he'll 
wifli this fame fon at a greater diftance from him 
than ever.— ^Oh ! here comes Syrus in good time. 

Syrus. rU be.with him inftaiitly. . . \^AJide. 

Chremes. Syrus. 

Syrus. Sir. ... 

Chremes. How fares it with you ? 

Syrus. I have been wifhing to fee you this 
hour^ Sir. . . 

Chremes. I fuppofe youVe been bufy with the 
old gentleman. 

Syrus. You mean ^s to what we were. talking 
of. ■ No fooner faid than done. 

Chremes. Indeed ! ^ 

Syrus. You^may depend upon't. 

Chremes. I cannot forbear flrdking thyrhcad' for 
it.— ^-Cpmc hither, Syrus— FU take an opportunity 
of rewarding thee for this, — ^that I will. 
, Syrus. But if you knew how ingentoufly I con- 
trived it. 

Chremes. Fie ! D'y^ boaft of your fuccefs ? 

• • • > •* 

Syrus. Not I indeed ; — I only tell the truth. 

Chremes. Well; how was it ? 

Sp'us. Clinia has told Menedemys, that this 
Bacchis is your Clitipho's piiftrefs — — and that he 
took her away with him only to blind ^. 

Chremes. . Very well. , 
. Syrus. What dp you thpk of it ? 
:' Chremes. Admirable ! I declare. 

he 
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Syrus. Nay, if you knew all ! Obferve now 

what a ftroke of policy is yet to be play 'd off:-* 
He is to fay that he has feew your daughter — that 
he was ftruck with lier bfeauty at firft fight, and 
wiihes to marry her. ^ 

Chremes. What my daughter that's juft found ? 
Syrus. ' Yes : — And he- 11 defire tkat your con- 
fetit may be iafkU ^ . • '— • ; 

Chumes. For what purpofc, Syrus ? ' I don't al- 
together comprehend you. 
Syrus. Hey f You're dull; 
Chremu Very likely. - ' • ' 
Syrus: He'll then havc^ money given him for 
the wedding 't6^~^D'ye. take me ? . :;. ' - 
' CAii^m^x. \ To buy clothes, 'v trinket/ '&c^^ -- 
Syrus To be fure. • 

Chremes. But I neither give nor prolhiife my 
daughter: to A/nk » ^ - ' » '' • • 

• &fms>i: 'NoJ-Whyuiotf?' ! '< 

Chremes. Why not ? G ive Ket to a— ^«*i^ 
•; iSyms: Thai's. as yduipleitfe.— ~1 don't mean 
that you Ihould give her to him in earnefi^^but 
only c(nintier£eit. 

Chremes. I never counterfeit.-^ Fray/ manage thefe 
concerns of ybiirs foi ^at I may have ho <^6ncern 
in them. D'ye think I'll contraft my daughter 
where I never dcfign to marry her ? ■ ' 
Syrus^^^ ' 1 thought you^T^^ould.' '^* -^^ 
CthfW^ji -^.nomeani.: 


1 1 t » v4 •.> 


Syrus^ 
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Syrus^ It might b^ Ihfewdly dow;.*- — ^I had 

Ckremu I gram it^ 

i^rx(^» B^ however { tnmnt it for thei bc^« 

Qjremes^ I very much wifli fo h%vf IR «iE5^<4 ; 

t>yt you m\?ft do i|: fowf Qtiiv wiy* ' 

J ^y^., It fl^all he dpne : -r^We'll ^(^ ovit fomc 
other way. — But as to the money | t^ ym ofy 
livbiah yopr dw^t^f ow^ Bttichii^ that nmft be 
paid immediately. You.muft Qi0t tlwdB of haviiig 
rccourfe to any evafidd^i fufih »%; 1^ Wfeat.haV* I 
« to do with it?— Was j» Ifnpit «i IneA^pivvJDid I 
^' gW^ l^ny 6)€^ wdem .>^nHad fiie ii c]ght totpawn 
^^ my daughter widioiit iiif ooBfimt lf-7f«'It's a trae 
faying, QiM'epBtet». Cit^.jsalfOKr ngatdrof Jh$^ ksb is 
fiftentiptes extreme injujlice. 

^k^^MK^., I:U not 4p it.- './'.. 

^rxTj. Nay, though others mi|^t oefuifi, yoii 
mult not : — ^The Worlds fawkt . Upbn^ jeh aaa man 
of chajaft^-a»Jfei^Wne^ ' 7/ .> > . . 

C^eiHfih\ WTelL thfiRiy III cjwy htr ) the. nioftey 

Syrus. You had better bid your ibil(dai Jb 
, GkfffML Wh3lfo^ • A . » 

^^ff^ , Bficrafe^ hft tow'jpa^ wi(l| 'Memdetnatf 
fer fettlpUmtii . I . (i .1 

Chremes. Wkatthptt.>^ => : . :: 1 / 

^yn^. His payiQip Jmut t;b0^ nM^ifOy dW^i gj»^ the 
greater air of probabUityj||;ito.&p^sU.i»tt%»e; 

and 


and I (hall efFea what I wifh the esifier. ^crc 
comes your fon : — Go, g^l; th^ juon^y. 
C^remes* I wilK 
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Cliti^h, Syrus. 

Clltipho. "The eajiejl thirty' in nature becomes a dlffi^ 
culty when done with rehSancc. Even this walk 
of mine, though fo Ihort a one, how has it fa- 
tigued me ! — And now I dread nothing ft> much 
fts • being ftnt a walking a' fecond time to prevent 
my having accefs to Bacchis.— May all the Gods 
confound thee, Syrus, with thy plots and inven- 
tions together : — Thou art always devifing fome 
fbheme or other to torment me. 

Syrus. Go you and be« as you ought to 

be ! How nearly had your folly gone to ruin me ! 

Clitipho. I wtAi ith^il TRrith ail my heart.— 
You deferv'd it. 

Syrus. Deferv'd it ? how ^ ^-Fm, glad I heard 

this before ygu received the money I intended 
giving yoif • 

- Clitipho. What would y^u h^ye me fty ? You 
went for pxy miftrejTs, l?rQjyight her hither, and 
then contrived that I Ihould not come near hyer. 

Syrus. Well, my ang^*^ CAoi agai© : tt— -But 
4'ye }f,n^ v^hfTf Bacchis is j^ffff ? 

Clitipho. At our houfe. 
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Syrus. No. 

CUtipbo. Where then ? 

Syrus. At Menedemus's 

Clitipbo. Undone ! 

Syrus. Courage man ! you fliall prefendy carry 
her the money you promised her. 

CUtipho. You prate like an ideot ; W hence 
Ihould I have it ? 

Syrus. From your father. 

Clitipho. You are jefting. 

Syrus. You'll find it true. 

Clitipho. Then I'm a made man.— -Syrus, I 
love thee infinitely. 

Syrus. Here comes your father. Take care not 
to betray any marks of admiration at the bufinefs^ 
— receive his dire&ions, — do as he bids you,— 
and fay little. 

SCENE VII. 

ChremeSj Clitipho, Syrus. 

Chremes. Where's Clitipho now ? 

Syrus. Say — here. Sir. [7i Clitipho.'^ 

Clitipho. Here, Sir. 

Chremes. Have you acquainted him with the 
bufinefs. [To Sjyrus.'] 

Syrus. Moft part of it. 

Chremes. Take this money, and carry it her. 
[To Clitipho.'] 

SptiS. 


'4 
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Syrus. Hey ! You ftand likq a ftatue ! Why 
don't you take it ? {^AJide to CUtipbo. 

CUtipho* Pleafe to give it me. Sir. 

Syrus. Follow me this way inftantly. [To CUti- 
pho.'] Do you. Sir, wait here till we return : 
— ^There's no occafion for our flaying long. [7i 
Chr ernes J] [Exeunt CUtipbo and ^yrus. 

Cbremes. My daughter has already taken thirty 
pounds from me, which I coniider as paid for her 
board ;— another thirty muft follow for clothes and 
ornaments; — ^after that, about three hundred mpre 
for her portion.— —jFftw many abfurd and abominabk 
praliices are fan8ified by cufiom ! Now muft I, fet- 
ting all other affairs aiide, look out for fome man 
or other, and entreat his acceptance of that pro- 
perty I have been fo long labouring to acquire. 

SCENE VIII. 

MenedemuSy Cbremes. 

Menedemus. [7b CUnia within.'] My dear fon, I 
now feel myfelf the happieft man on earth, fince I 
find you are returned to a rational way of thinking. 

Cbremes. How great is his error ! [4Jide. 

Menedemus. Chremes, you are the very man I 
was looking for ; — it is now in your power to fave 
my fon, myfelf, and family. 

Cbremes. Tell me what you wifh me to do for 
you. 

K 2 Menedemus. 
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l\^Henas. Ypu have thii d^y fouiyd a daOghber. 

Chreme^. What then? 

Menedemus. JAy foh GUMk bfegs ybvir cbnfeiit to 
many kh 

Cbrmei. t^Hiy what mannit of hiah art you ? 

-Mtneittnus. What do you mean ? 

Cbremes. Have you already forgotten whfeit paft-d 
Itetwten us, concerning a ifcheme to get ihdtiey 
out of ybur pocket ? 

Menedemis. I reiftfeitibfe^ it. 

tSbir^mes. That Very fcheme is bow in agitation* 

iS^edenius. What fay yoii, rhremes ) 

{^krkmes. And this couttefati at your houfe is 
eiftiphb's iniftr^ forfooth ! 
• Menedg>nU5. So they fay, 

Chfefk^. And ybu telieve it > 

Menedemus. Certainly. 

Chretnes. And they foy too that your fon wants 
to marry ; ■ that when you have confented, you 
may let hin^ iiave ihoney to* purchafe jewels, 
clothes, and other neceffaries for the occafion. 

Menedemus. That's true indeed ;— — The money 
will be given his miftrefs, 

Chremes. No doubt of it, 

Menedemus. Ah ! with what falfe hopes have I 
unhappily deceived my felf ! — r—Yet I had rather 
fuffer any thing than the lofs of hin>, —-What an-? 
iwer fliall I report from you, Chremes, that be 
may not perceiye I have difcoyef 'd it, and fo take 
it to heart ? Chremes^ 
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Chremes. Take it to heart! — Indeed Menede- 
nius, you are too indulgent. 

Menedemus. Ltt me be fo : — It is what I have 
fet out with : — AfEft me to go on as I have begum 

Chremes* Say then you have feen me, and made 
propofals of marrige* 

Menedemus. I wilL What more ? 

Chremes. That I ^gree to every thing ; that 

I approve of him as a ftm-in'-laW ; ind kftly, if you 
will, &y I hftve coiltraded my dflughter to him. 

^m^mus. Ha ! that's what I wanted«>*«*«-^ 

ChremeSh .^.^^^That ht may the fooncr zBl for^ 
and you the (boner give him what y%>u Wiih^ 

Menedemus. I wiih fo indeed* 

Chremes. In truths Menedemii^, M far as I caa 
judge of the matter, you'll foon be fick of him 1 
But as the cafe is, if you are wife, you'U give 
him what you intend, cautioully, and by 4q;rees» 

Menedemus. I will. 

Chromes* Now tbea go in) and fee ^hat he re« 
quires.-^I ihali be at home^ if y^u wifli to fee me« 

Menedemus. I certify jhail ; ibr I will acquaint 
you with whaterer I do. Exeum.} 


ACT 
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I 


ACT V. 

SCENE' I. 

MenedemuSy Chremes. 

Meked^mus. 

KNOW that I am not a man of extraor- 

. dinary bright parts, or wonderful fagacity; but 
as to this affiftant, monitor, and dire&or of mine, 
Chremes, — he is infinitely duller than myfeliF,— 
Either of the titles we give a fool, fuch as block- 
head, poft, afs, dolt, will fuit me well enough ;— 
as to him, nothing can,— —his f(^ly is beyond 
them all. 

^ Chremes. [To Softrata within.'] Pray, wife, do leave 
off dinning the Gods with eternal thankfgiving for 
the recovery of your daughter,— ^nlefs you imagine 
they are of the fame nature with yourfelf, and un- 
derfiand nothing but what's faid to them a hundred 

times over. But in the mean time what makes 

Clitipho and Syrus ftay fo k)ng at Menedemus's ? 

Menedemus. Who are they that ftay fo long as 
you fay, Chremes ? 

Chremes. Hah ! Menedemus, are you here ? 
Well, have you told Clinia what I faid ? 

Menedemus. Every fyllable. 

Chremes. What faid he ? 

Menedemus^ 


i 
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Menedemus. He was as much overjoyed as a 
man could be who wilh'd heartily to be married. 

Chremes. Ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Menedemus. What is it you laugh at ? 

Chremes. My man Syrus's cunning devices juft 
came into my head. 

Menedemus. Indeed! 

Chremes. The rogue has the art of making even 
mens faces play the counterfeit. 

Menedemus. You mean that my fon only coun- 
Urfeits his joy, do you ? 

Chremes. To be fure I do. 

Menedemus. The very fame thing came into 
my head. 

Chremes. Oh ! he's a pra&ic'd knave. 

Menedemus. You'd think fo indeed, if you 
knew more. 

Chremes. Say you fo ? 

Menedemus. Pray obferve me. 

Chremes. Stay — ^firft I want to know how much 
money youVe loft ; — —for when you told your fon 
that I had given my confent, 1 dare fay Dromo 
was ready to throw in a word about the new 
cloaths, jewels, attendants, &c. that would be ne- 
ceflary for the occafion— that you might give him 
the money for them. ^ 

Menedemus. No fuch thing. 

Chremes. How ! no fuch thing ? 

Menedemus. No, I fay. 

Chremes. Nor your fon ? 

Menedemus. 
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fi/lemdfmM^ Not ^ all— <>*He was o^y the more 
preffing to have the mairivge fol^tnDiz'd tcnday* 

Chremes. You furpriiie roe.-^Whfit did Syr^ ? 
did not ho fay any thing ? 

Mct^de,ms% Not a word. 

Chremes* How fo ? 

Memdemus* Nay, I don*t kuaWt — «tBut I won- 
der at you, who fee other things fq clearly t-r^— 
Doubtlefs that fame Syru^ h^^ made yov:ir fqa fi^ 
tU QOHnterfiit to fuch p^rfedtion, that uo qac ipftuld 
fufpe& in the leaift that Baochis wa^ CUtw\ m^lliefs! 

Chremes. What fay you ? 

Menedemu^* I omit their kiflSng and embrnf ing 
—that I think nothing of, 

Chremes. Wh^ i^x^ifr^q c^try on tl^s coun- 
terfeit ? 

Menedemus. Pugh ! 

Chremes. What farther Pr^l beg tQ kn,05yf 

Menedemus. Attend then. Ip the hi^k piiic of 
pay houfe tlxere ^ ^ clofet, wherein a bed was p^c'd 
9Ad mad? vp. 

Chr$mies^ Whstt next ? 

Menedfimus.. In a trice thither w?nf Cljjtipho. 

Chremes* Alone ? 

» 

Chremes. I begin to fear. 

Menedemus. Immediately 3?Qdlws fpUowy* 

Chremes. Al^ne ? 

Menedemus. Alone* 

Chremes. Fm ruin'd* 

Menedemus. 
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Menedemks. When they were within the clofet^ 
they fliut the door. 

Chremes% What ! was Clinia a witnefs to all this ? 

Menedetnus. Why not ? We faw it together. 

Chremes. Bacchis is my fon's miftrefs, Menede- 
mus— I'm undone^ 

Menedmus. Why fo ? 

Chremesk All I am worth will fcarcely keep 
houfe for ten day*. 

Menedemus. What! are you diilurb'd that he 
ihould oblige a friend ? 

Cbremes.^ Rather fsiy a ^-friend«^ 
' Menedemus. If it is foi «r< ■ 

Chremes. Can there be a doubt of it ? Can any 
Man haVe fo bafe and mean a fpirit as to fufier his 
own miftrefs before his face to- — ^ 

Menedemus. Ha ! ha ! ha ! Why not ?— To im- 
pofe upon me the eafier^ 

Chremes. D'ye laugh at me ? Vm out of all 
patience with myfelf. How many figns do I now 
recoiled: whereby I might have known this before^ 
had not I been more ftupid than a ftone. — ^What 
things have I feeft ? — ^Wretch that I am !— But I'll 
be revenged on them, if I live— — I'll imme- 
diately— ~- 

Menedemus. Have you no moderation ? no re- 
fped for yourfelf ?— Have not I fliewn you an 
example i - 

Cbremis. I am befide myfelf thro' excefs of 

paffion. 

L Menedemus. 
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MeHedtmuSk h it for you to % fuch word^t a$ 
thefe ? Is it not a monftrous thing foir you to coinw 
{ti0&)^t^^ and fhet)sr fo much wifdom abroad, while 
you betray fuch weaknefs at home ? 

Cbnms^ What ihatl I do i» 

Menedemus. What you repFOV'd nfie Hot HOC 
doing : — make him feniible you are bis fathei: — 
g^in hi$^^ entire coitfidence^ that he may entruft you 
with all his wants and deiires ; • left he fliould be 
tcmptdd to feek relief elfewhere^ and ibriake your 
protection. 

Cbremes. - Nay^ let him rather go to the, world's 
end^ than by his debaucheries here bring his 
father ft) beggary# For was I cb go on finp- 
plying his eKtravagandes> Menedenlus, I fiiould 
be very foon reduced to labour widi yoiar raked 
for a .1i¥€!lihood^ 

Menedemus. How many dtffieialltiea will you 
bring oi| youffelf in thi$ affair, if you . don^t aft 
with aaution I Youll Ihe^ yovufdf to be an avftem 
fathef / am) yet pardon hidi at laft, and that wkfa 
a»iH'gr9C€* 

CbrmiS4 Ah ! you know liou how dcteply it 

afeds me. 

Menedemus. Well, aft as you pleafe— JBut what 
fay you to my propofal^ Will you marry your 
daughter to my fom ? or have you any other aU 
liance in view more agreeable to your choice ? 

Cheintu Nay, b<Hh tht fo!l-i»4a^t and allkice 
are fuch as I wiih» 

Menedemus^ 
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Mmdemus. What portiop ,ih»U I fay ypiq^ in- 
tend giving with her ?-p-^-^What ! filent? ••; 

Ciremes. Portion, iay y w ? 

Merndftnus. Yq$* 

Chremsm Ah Menedemu^ t 

Memdetmi- Come, Chiemes, 4on*t be a<r^ to 
fpeak, if it i^ but l)ttle**j-^Pomo« i^ Aocpnfido- 
ration with me. ^ 

Chremes. I intended givii^ her (hree Jtvundc^d 
pounds^ being the naoft my eftsite can alTord^^^^r.^ 
But if you wifli well to me, xay eftate, and -foi^ 
'tis neceflary" to fay 1 have given all I ^m worth 
for her portion. 

Menedemus. What are you doing now ? 

Chremes. You may pretend to wonder at this ; 
and alk my fon the reafon of it. 

Menedemus. Why really I don^t conceive the 
reafqn* 

Chremeu No ?-^To reftrain bis affe^ons, which 
are now diflolv^d in luxury and wantonndi, and re- 
duce him to fucb an ejctremity, that he :4i^l not 
koptw whajt courie to purfue, 
, Menedemus. What mean you ?' 

Chrems. Give me leave«-In t;his matter V m^ft 
b^ to havfe my humour ii^ulged» 

Mer^edenm. Qranted'-^-^And you mto^W really 
have it fo^ 

Chremes. I would. , . 

Msnedema^ Thqi be it fo« 

L z Ckemes^ 
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Cbremes. Come, now let your fon prepare, and 
fend for the bride. As to mine, he fliall have a 
leflbn from me in (ueh terms, as an irregular fon 
merits from a father.— —But for Syrus t » 

Menedemus. What d'ye dcfign for him ? 
, Chremes. What? If I live, I will fo drefs 
hitn — ^fo trim him, that he fliall remember « me to 
the hour of his death. A knave ! could he think 
of none but me to be the objeft *bf his* fport ind 
mockery? As I hope to live, he would not have 
dar*d to infult the mc^ defencelefs widow as he has 
infulted me. [^Exeunt^ 


• 4 
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Clitfpho, MemdemuSy Chremes, Syrus. 

Clitipho. Is it poflible, Menedemus, that my father 
can, in fo fliort a fpace of time, have thrown off all 
the natural affeftion of a father ? For what crime ? 
What enormity have I, unfortunate wretch ! cont- 
mitted ? I iiave done nothing more than what is 
commonly done. 

Menedemus. I tnow this muft be very harfli 
and fevere treatment to you who are the fufferer ; 
and yet I take it no lefs ill than you, I know 
not why, but from the fincerity of my good-will 
to you. 

CUtifho. Rid not you fay my fether was near at 

hand > 

Menedemusy 


SELF-TOUMBN'TOR. 63 

* MeneHemus. Hire ^he is. 

Qhremes. What charge have you againft me, 
Clitipho ? Whatever I have done, I had a view in 
It to you and your imprudence. When- 1 faw you 
with your mind difEpatcd and immersM In preTent 
enjoyments, without looking forward to the future, 
I conceived a method to prevent you from either 
coming to want, or fquandering my eftate : And 
feeing I could not, through your own mifcondudl, 
make you my heir, as I naturally ought, I went 
to your neareft relations : To them I have com- 
mitted and entrufted all ; There you^U always find 
a fandiuary for your folly,— diet, cloathing, and a 
houfe to live in. . r . . , 

Clitipho. Wo is me! ; . .^ . / 

Chremes. It is better than, by 'making you my 
heir, to let Bacchis pofleifs my eftate. ' 

Syfa^.' Confufion !— What a ftorrii have I, vil- 
lain as I am, rais'd undefignedly ? 

Clitipho. I wifh to^ die. • » ' ' 

Chremes. Firft learn what it is fo live ; — when 
you know that. If life dilpleafes you, die. 

$yrus. Sir, may I be permitted ? ^ 

Chf ernes. Speak. 

Sj^us. But may I fafely ? ! ' "" 

Chrtfftes. Speak. ' 

Syrus. What injuftice, what madnefs is it, to 
puni/h him for riiy mifdemeanours ? ' ' 

Chremes. Tis over. — Don't you interpofe: — 

No 
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No one accufes you^ Syrus *; you need no afyium 
nor nocdiator* 

Syrus* What is it you do ? 

Cbrmes. I am not at all angry with yoy or 
him ; nor ought yon to be fb with me for what 
I am doii^. [Ejcit Chrmiss. 

Sjrus. He's gone* '--** Fijhaw ! I wiih I had aik'd 
l^ one qwflion. 

CUiipho. What, Syrus ? 

^us. Where I am to get bread to eat^-^fince 
lie has made us outcaftp«<<-«~YQU^ X ufiderftand» 
ai:« to ^t at your fifter*p. 

Clitipho^ h \i then come to this ? that I ^ns ij^ 
danger even of ftarving ? 

Syrus. While there's life, there's hopo^' ^ i * * 

CUtifh^. Of what } 

Syrus. Of good appetites. 
^ CHAph* : Wyt )efl in /uch a fituation, and not 
rather affill me with i(XDii^ ferious advice ? 

Syrus. Nay, that is what \zm thinking of, and 
have been all the whak youi: falser was. fpeakmg ; 
and, as far as I can perceiv e w* n m 

CUtipho. What? 

Syrus. I fliall have it prefently^ 

CUtipho. What is it then ? 

Syrus. Thus it is — I think ypp are not their fon, 
' : CUtipho. What's that i Are you in your ienfes ? 

Syrus. Ill teU you what has occujr'd to me ;^^ 
.do; you judge ;.-^Whilft th^y had qjtly you in' their 

fight; 
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^^to-'^^i^whllft tfa^y had ito other favourite more 
uearly allied to them— —they iiklulg*d you, gave 
you all you wifli'd for. Now that they have found 
a daughter, they have found a pretence for re- 
jecting you. 

Clitipho. It's very probable. . 

Syrus. D'ye think, that all his anger was owing 
to this Peccadillo of your's ? 

Clitipho. I do not think fo. 

Syrus* Attend now to another point :— -All mo- 
thers ufually become advocates for their fons when 
In fault, and fliield them againil their, father's feve- 
rity. Here that's not the cafe. 

Clitipho. You fay true : — ^What therefore Ihall I 
do now, Syrus ? 

Syrus. Queftion them concerning your fufpi- 
cion — fpeak your doubts without referve ; if 
they are groundlefs, you'll foon move them both 
to companion; otherwife you'll know whofe fon 
you are. 

Clitipho. Your advice is right— —I'll follow it. 

[Exit Clitipho. 

Syrus. A flirewd thought this of mine ! For 
the lefs hope Clitipho has, the fooner hell make 
his peace with his father on his own terms. Be- 
fides, who knows but he may marry— —then who 
will thank Syrus ? — But What do I fee ? The old 
man's coming again— —ril take to my heels. I 
wonder he did not order me to be inftantly feiz'd 

for 


66 SiBLF-TORMJENTOR. 

for what's done already. Ill go. tb Menedemli^^ 
and beg him to intercede for me; I dare not tj^uft 
our old gentleman. 

S C E N fi lit 

Sdftrdta, Chremes^ 

Sofirata. Indeed^ my Chremes, if you're not 
aware, you'll drive Clitipho to foihe delperate ac- 
tion. I really iVonder how fo fooliih a projeft 
ever came into your head. 

Chremes. Oh ! you will be a woman ! Can 1 
never have my own will, but I muft be thwarted 
by you, Softrata? Now was any one to afk you 
—what I have done amifs- — or from what motived 
1 have adted ■ you don't know : and yet you cam 
lb confidently oppofe me-7-Ideo t 

Sofirata. I don't know ? 

Chremes. Yes, yes, you do know — rather than 
hear the fame thing over, and over again. 

Sojfrata. 'Tis very cruel in you to bid me be 
£lent in fuch a matter as this. 

Chremes. I don't bid you — talk on ;— I ifliall do 
as I defign'd neverthelefs. 

Sofirata. Will you ? 

Chremes. Certainly. 

Sofirata. You don't fee what will be the confe- 
quence : — He thinks himfelf a foundling. 

•Cbrems» 


J 
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Chremes. A foundling fay you ? 

Softrata. He does indeed my Chremcs. 

. Chremes* Then do you give out that he is none 
of your's. 

Softrata. I! — I befeech you leave that to our 
enemies., Shall I fay my fon is not my fon ? 

Chremes. What ! are you afraid you cannot prove 
him your's whenever you will ? 

Softrata. How ? By his refembling my daugh- 
ter that's juft found ? 

Chremesp No — by a mpch ftronger prpof than 
that — by his refembling you in alj his hun^ours : 
— Tis a clear demonftration that he is ypur -s : 7— 
He is the very image of you ; for he has not a 
fingle ill quality^ byt you have the fame : Befides^ 
no woman could poffibly have been the mother of 
fuch a fon but yourfelf. Here he comes : — How 
demure ! You'll be a better judge when you kjipw 
more of the matter. 

SCENE IV. 

Clitiphoy Softrata^ Chremes. 

CUtipho. If there ever was a time, mother, 
when I gave you any delight, when I was calleji 
your fon by your own defire, I befeech you to re- 
member it, and Ihew fome compailion to me now 

poor and deftitute. 1 beg and btreat you tp 

let me know who are my parents. 

M Softrata. 
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Sojirata^ I conjure you, my dear foff^ let no- 
thing induce you to think you had your being 
from any but us. 

Clitipho. I certainly had. 

Sqftrafa. Wretch that I toi ! t)o you make 
that a queftion ? So may you live kappy when we 
are no more, as you are my fon and his : And 
henceforth, if you love me, take care iiever to let 
me hear fuch words from you again. 

Chrmes. And d'ye hear. Sir, if you fear me, 
take care never to let me know fuch behaviour 
from you again. 

Clitipho. What behaviour, Srf? 

Chremes. If you want to know, Fll tell you. 
Sir, ■ the behaviour of a filly, idle, cheating, 
dririking, wefiching, profligate:—- Belize me,, and 
believe Tifi your father. 

Clitipho. Thefe are not the words of a father. 

Chremes. Were you fprung from my head, as 
they fay Pallas was from Jove's, Fd not fufFer 
myfelf to be difg^ac'd by your debaucheries. 

Sofirata. The Gods forbid ! ^ 

Chremes. I know not as to the Gods ; as far 

as lies in my pow<»r Fll endeavour to prevent it. 
Vou are praying for what you don't want, parents; 
•— what you do wailt, ypu^U not pray for -^ Obe^ 
dience to your father, and diligence to preferve 
what he has labout'd to acquire.**-^*-To think of 
impofing on your father, and bringing before itiy 

face 
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face yoOT-- — I am afliamM to mention the filthy 
word before your mother, though you was not 
afliam'd of what you did, 

CUtipho. Oh ! -how totally difgufted I am with 
myfelf 1 how afliam'd ! nor do I know what courfe 
to take to mitigate his difpleafure. 


S C E N E V, 

MenedemuSj Chremes, ClitiphOf Softrata^ 

Menedemus* Indeed Ghuemos treats his fon with 
too mucih rigew, and even inhumanity. Fm going 
therefore to be a -mediator beiween them : — Here 
t^y gre in good time. 

Chremes. Well, Mcnedemus, why don't you 
fend for -my daughter, and fettle her portion as I 
offered ? 

' Sojtraia. ' My dear hulband, let me intreat you 
tiot to do it. 

Clitfpho. Father, I befeech you toforgive me. 

Menedemus. Pray forgive him, Chremes,— fuiFer 
yourfetf to be prevailed on. 

Chremes* What'! fliall I knowingly give all I 
am worth to Bacchis ? FU not do it. 

• • • • 

Me^iedemus^ That we will prevent. 
-Clitipho^ 'H^oxx wilh me to live, father, par- 
doit me. • 

Sofirata. ''Do, my -dear Chremes. 

M 2 Menedemuu 


6i SELF-TORMENTOR. 

Menedtmus. Come, come, Chremes, don't be 
obftinate* 

Chremes* What is all this? Well, I fee I am 
not at liberty to do as I intended. 

Menedemus. Now you aft as becomes you. 

Chremes. But on this condition, that he afts as 
I think proper. 

Clitipho. Sir Til obey you in all things \ 
Command me. 

Chremes^ Marry. 

Clitipho. Sir ? 

Chremes. FU hear nothing againfl it. 

Menedemus. I take it on myfelf-— -he fliall. 

Chremes. I don't hear him lay fo. r 

Clitipho. rm loft ! lAfide. 

Sofiruta. D'ye hefitate, Clitipho ? 

Chromes. Nay, let him take his choice. 

Menedemus. He'll do as you would have him. 

Sojlrata. This change of life, Clitipho, at firft, 
before you know what it is, may feem difficult ; 
when known, 'twill be perfeftly eafy to you. 

Clitipho. I obey. Sir. 

Sojlrata. My dear fpn, you Ihall have that lively 
girl, (I'm fure you'll like her) our neighbour Pha- 
nocrates's daughter. 

Clitipho. What ! that red-hair'd, grey-eyed, 
wide-mouth'd, hook-nofed thing ? — Impoffible ! 

Chremes. Hey-day ! how delicate the gentleman 

is ! D'ye think his mind is not elfewhere ? 

Sojlrata. 
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Softrata. Y\\ find another for you. 

Clitipho. You need not. If I muft marry, I 
have thought of a lady I like. 

Softrata. Now I commend you, fon. 

Clitipho. Archonides*s daughter. 

Softrata. I approve your choice. 

Clitipho. One thing only now remains. 

Chretnes. What is it ? 

Clitipho. I requeft you to pardon Syrus all he 
has done for my fake. 

Chremes. I pardon him. 

We bid you all farewel, and beg the favour of 
your applaufc. [To the Audience.'] 

[Exeunt omnes. 
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ACT I. 

S C E N E L 

Mcio, caUing a Servant within. 

Micio. 

S TOR AX !~ Jg;rchtnus has not returned home 
I fince the entertainment of lall nighty nor any 
of the fervants who went in queft of him«-« 
Well—it's a true obfervation^ that whenever a matt 
happens to ftay abroad fomewhat beyond his ufual 
time, it were better that the caufe of his abfence 
fliould be fuch as a jealous wife both fufpefts and 
affirms it to be, than fuch as the. fondnefs of pa* 
rents filggefts to. their imagination.«*A wife in diat 

B z cafp 
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cafe fuppofes that he i» in love with fome la^y^ or 
fome lady with him ; or that he is drinking^ or 
taking his pleafure ;-— in ihort^ that he is happy 
abroad^ while Ihe is wretched at home : But for my 
part — becaufe JEfchinus is not returned, what 
thoughts difturb me (' wh|it apprehenfions alarm 
me ! that he may be fciz'd with fome fudden illnefs, 
fallen down a precipice, or have broken a limb.— 
Heavens t that 21 man fhould fo fix bis affedtions on 
any objeft whatever, as to make it dearer to him 
than himfelf,— ^And yet he is not my fon, but my bro- 
ther's, a man whofe difpofition is direftly the reverfe 
of mine* I, from my earlieft youth, have preferred 
the eafe and elegant enjoyments of a town life, and 
(which fome efteem a happinefs) never had a 
wife : He, on the contrary, has always led a thrifty 
laborious life in the country, he married,, and has 
two fonso^^The elder I have adopted, bred him up 
from an infant, confider'd and lov'd him as my 
own— he is my fole delight, he is all I hold dear 
in: the world. To excite, in him the faime.fenti- 
ments of affedion towards me, is my conitant 
ftudy ; I give— Iforgive ; I do not judge it necef- 
Caucf' to exeraifc - my , authority but on particular 
occafions ; laftly, I have engag'd him to truft me 
with the knowledge of thofe youthful efcs^pes which 
otbe^ make a point of concealing, from their fa- 
thers : For he who has made it his pradice, or 
Witt even dare to deceive his father with a lie, will 

with 
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with fo much the more ef&ontery attempt to im- 
* pofe on others. In a word^ I think that children 
are more properly reftrain'd by the fenfe of inge- 
nuous Ihame, than that of fear. Thefe principles 
are altogether repugnant to my brother's^ and give 
him great offence. He often comes to me ex- 
claiming, ** What are you doing, Micio ? why do 
" you ruin my fon ? why does he intrigue ? why 
** does he drink ? why do you fupply him with 
^* the means for thefe debaucheries ? you indulge 
** him too much in drefs-^you are very inconfide- 
** rate in fo doing."— In fad, he himfelf is too 
rigid — far beyond the line of juftice or reafon : And 
truly the man is much miftaken, in my opinion, 
who efteems that government more firmly efta- 
blilhed which is upheld by force, than that which 
is founded in affection. This is my plan, and this 
is my periuation. He who is compelled to do his 
duty, by the dread of puniihment, will be on 
his guard — while he thinks himfelf obferv'd ;— 
but free him from the apprehenfion of a difcovery, 
and he immediately gives a loofe to his inclina- 
tions. On the other hand, he, whom you have 
fecurM by afFedion, afts from his heart, is ever 
ftudying to repay your kindnefs, and whether pre- 
fent or abfent, will be ftill the fame. This is the 
duty of a parent — to accuftom a child rather to do 
well of his own choice, than thro' the fear of 
another. * In this the father differs from the nuifter : 
And he who knows not this, let.hun ^nfefs that 

he 
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He knows nothing of the government of children* 
—But is not this the very man I was fpeaking of > 
Tis certainly he : — He feems out of humour : — 1 
cxped him to rail as ufual.— — Demea, I am re- 
joic'd to fe6 you in good health* 

SCENE II. 

Dmedy Mich* 

Demea. Oh ! you are. well met— IVc been feekn 
ing you. 
• Aftcio. What makes you uneafy ? 

Demea. What makes me uneafy d'ye alk? while 
1 have fuch a (on as jEfchinus. 

Micio* Did not I fay it would be fo ? [Afide.'j 
What has he done ? 

« 

Demea^ What Ihould a man do, who knows 
neither fear nor fliame, and fets all law at defiance ? 
— Not to mention his former extravagancies — ^what 
an outrage has he juft now committed ? 

Mich. What is it ? 

Demea. He has broke open a door-— forced 
Jiis way into another man's houfe — ^beaten the mjaf- 
tcr and the whole family almoft to death, and car- 
ried c^ff a girl whom he had a. fancy for by vio- 
lence. Every one cries Ihame on him! I know 
not haw many flopt to tell me of it in my way 
hither: — It is the talk of the whole town. If 

fSsaapXt could have., any influence on him, does 

not 
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not he fee his brother attending clafeljr to bufinefs, 
leading a frugal fober life ,in the cp\iptry ? — Dp 
. you ever hear of his doing any fuch thing ? ,Wh€Ji 
I accufe him^ Micio, I aecufe ym ;-rft is you tj^^t 
fuffer him to be qonruptcd. 

Micio. There cannot be a more abfurd .beipg 
than a man who has no knowledge of the world ; 
he thinks nothing done well^ but what he does 
himfelf. 

Demea. Why this to me ? 

Micio. Becaufe you^ Deme^, are an ill judge 
of this affair. . It is no fuch atrocious matter, be- 
lieve me, for a young man to intrigue or dfink ; it 
is not — no, nor for him to break open a dpor. -r 
If neither you nor I did thefe things, it was ^ 
caufe our want of money reflxain'4 us* You npsir 
cfteem that a virtue, which was then a neceffity.-r- 
It is not a fair way of reafoning ; for h^d the 
means been given us, we Ihould have ^qn'^ t^ 
fame. Nay, if you would a(3: as a man ^qpght to 
aft, you ihould fuflEbr that other fpn of yqujr's fip 
do as mine doe? noWy while his. age ytrill excujfe it, 
—rather than have him, after the long-wi^*4 ^^r 
day of your funeral, begin tq indulge his p^ffions, 
at a time of life when they will If ft become him. 

Demea. O Jupiter ! The pian will dfiyc me 

mad ! Is there nothing atrocious in a ypung man's 
following thefc co^rfes, fay you ^ r 

MtCtQm 
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Mich. Pray hear me, and do not diftraft my 
brains with endlefs brawling on the fame iubje£t : 
— ^You gave me your fon to adopt — . he became 
mine •«- if he offends^ Demea, he offends againfl 
me ;— J have now the greater intcreft in him.-^ 
Does he feaft, does he drink, does he drefs, — i— 
it is at my cofl. : Does he intrigue ; he fhall have 
wherewithal from me, as long as I can conve- 
niently fupply him ; — when I cannot, perhaps he 
may be obliged to feek it elfewhere ;— ^ — Has he 
broke open a door ; it fhall be repaired : — ^ Has he 
torn any clothes ; they fhall be made good. I 
thank heaven I have a fortune to fupport thefe 
cxpences, and have not hitherto found them trou- 
blefome. — In a word, either defifl, or cfeoofe fame 
arbiter between us : I will then make it appear, 
that in this affair you are the more to blame. 

Demea. Ah me ! Learh the feelings of a father 
from one who is really fo. 

Mtcid. You are his father by nature, but I 
have felt for him a father's care. * 

Dtmea. You a father's care ? 

Micio. If you perfift, I*m gone. 

Demean Will you fo ? 

Mch. Mufl I hear this for ever ? 

Demea. I cannot but have a regard for my fon. 

Mcio. I have a regard for him too ;■ ; But 
Demea, let each of us attend to his charge,i— do 
you take care of your's, TU take care of mine ;— 

for 
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for yotir tak&g upon you the care of both, is al- 
moft the fame thing as demanding him back again^ 
whorfi you have entrulted to me. 

I)emea, Ah ! Klicib ! 

Aiich. Indeed thefe are my fentiments. 

Dema. Are they? Well then, if you will have 
it fo, let him fpend, — deftroy, himfelf and all 
xth nothing to me. — If ever I fay anothei' word— 

ACcio. What ! again tranfported, Demea ? 
. Demea. Don't you believe me ? Do I demand 
him back ? I am concerned for him I own, — and 
if I ibmetimes interpofe, I have a natural right 
to do fo : — But — I have done.— -You defire me to 
take care of my own — I do j and I thank heaven 
he is a fon after my own heart ; — your ijpendthrift 
. will fmart for it hereafter :— But FU not be too 
fevere on him. Exit Demea. 

Micio folus. 

' Af/db. Thefe things are not altogether as he 
reprefents them, nor altogether otherwife — ^which 
I own gives me fome uneafinefs ; — but that I dare 
not Ihew him, for he is a man of fuch a temper, 
that the only way to pacify him is by refifting and 
overbeafihg him ; even then he has fcarcely hu- 
man patience ; but was I to humour, or give way 
to his anger, I ihouid be as much a mad man as 
himfdf. — In fa^, J£chinus has not treated me 
well in this affair :-«-What courtefan has he not in- 
trigu'd with, or made fome prefent ta ? At laft he 

C told 
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told me, and but lately, that he wiih'd to marry i 
I now thought he had taken a furfeit of them all ; 
— I was in hopes, the heat of his youthful blood 
was fubfided ;^I was happy : — And now behold hel 
has commenced a new amour! — I muft enquire 
further into it ; and for that purpofe will go and 
feek him at the Forum# 


ACT It 

SCENE I. ' 

■ 

Sannioy jEfchinus^ with the Mufick Girl and Servant* 

SANNiO# 

I BE SEECH you, good peopfe^ help a mifera* 
bie and innocent man ; ■ ■ • pray affift the 
diftrefs'd. 

' JSfchinus. [7i the GirW] Come hither, and place 
yourfelf by me :— -What makes you look back ? 
there*s no danger ;— he'll not touch you while I 
am here. 

Sannio. Fll have her in fpite of all. 

^fchinusi Though he is an arrant caitiff, hell 
not provoke me to give him a fecond beating 
to-day. 

Samio. Hear me, ^fchinus,— that you inay 
not pretend ignorance of my life and manners, I 
%m a procurer by profeffion* 

JEfchims. 
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Mfchinus. I know it, 

Sannio. Ay, but fuch a one, that I have ever 
maintained the higheft degree of reputation.'-^Youll 
jthink to clear yourfelf, by faying you did not intend 
me any fuch injury ;-^I ihall not value it amfh : — 
Depend on it, you^U find that no words can pay 
for fuch foul deeds : -r- TU have juftice. -r- 1 know 

the excufes you'll plead, ^^ Vm forry for it;— ?► 

•*' rU fwear you did not deferve fuch ufage/'— 
When the truth is, the ufage I have received • is 
the groflfeft of all poffible indignities. 

JEfchinus. [To his fervant Parmeno.'] Go you, 
and open the door« {The fervant opens the door. 

Sannio* But it is to no purpofe. 

jEfchinus. [To the girW] Now ftep in quickly. 

Sannio. [Coming between^'] I'll prevent that. 

JEfchinus. Step hither, Parmeno ; — r— you are* 
gone too far that way ; ftand clofe to him ;■ 
-r-That's right; now keep your eye fix'd on mine, 
that the moment I wink, you miay give him a ia*^ 
kite iq the jaws with your fift. 

Sannio. Fd fain try that. ♦ 

^fchinus. . [To Parmeno.'} Now obferve me ;— ■ 
Let go the girl. [To Sannio.li [Parmeno Jlrikes him. 
. Sannio. Oh ! monftrous villainy ! 
, JEfchinus. He'll repeat it, if you don't take 
^are. [Parmeno flrikes him again. 

Sannio. Undone ! undone ! 

C z ' JEfchinus. 
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jEfchinus. [To ParmenoJ] 1 4id fidt wink ;-^ut 
however yop ert'd !(wi th© r^ltf fide in ftriJcing 
liixa :*~^Now go in with the g^l. 

£jEwV Parmno mth the Mufick Girl. 

Sanm^ What's the meaning of l^is ? Are you 
a king hece^ iEfchinus ? 

JEfcHnuu li I was a king, you fiipuld be ex- 
alted for ypur virtyes. 
. Sannio. What bufipefs have. you with me ? 

jBJcbfffus* None. 

&;{;{/(7. Do y<^ kQ<^ who I an}, pray ? 

Sfchm^. . I dpo^ defire it. . ; 

, $amio. Did I ever take any thing of your's > 

Mfchinus. If ypu had — yojuVJ Jiavc.paid deayly 
for.it ; . 

4fo;i;fi(;. Then vphat greiater ri^ht h^vc; you .to 
take that property which Ih^ve paid for? An- 
iweriw» 

Mfihims. You had better teave off bawling be- 
fore the houiie^;-^.for if yqu peHiil in being trou-r: 
blefome, you Ihall be drag^d in and whipped ta 
death's door. 

Sam\o. A Freenian ! and whipped ! 

MfiMnui. Depend upon it. 

Sannio. Oh ! unexampled infoknce ! Is this the 
country where they fey all men enjoy an equal 
Ihare of liberty ? 

Mfchinus. When you have done raving, Mr. 
Pimp, pray hear what I have to offer. 

Suftnto* 


Soinmo. WJtieQ /, rat;jber "Vih.tn you have jdone 
raving. 

jEfcbmus^ No i9©re of that ;— i — rNow come to 
the point. 

JSanniop What.pomt? 

^chinus. Will yo^u hear me. pcopDfe fomethlng. 
thut poncems you ? ' 

S^mnio. Frovji^ wlmt you &y be luft* 

MJchitm. ^yday I a paodcr : grcacJbing uj^ 
juilice* » 

ifii»iua. Granting I am^ pander, tjie ^o^oobc^ 
bane of youth, a perjured : wretch, the very peft itfr 
fociety-'-^yet, ij^hiwHi, I never did jm.^ iiy|U|yA 

Mfchms. You , have pot yet h(td aq 9ppQrtiittiilQr#« 

iSom^o^ WeU,^ li^ell, pnay p^t. have yxMii -Xfi 
propofe? . I 

JEjchinm. You bou^ tiis:girl for iixty. pounds 
(may it never praQwir ivridi you !)'«--yoo ifaaH kflnia 
the 93oney« 

Sanmo. What if I do not dsufe to fell }ier > 
will you compel me? 

Mfchinus. No, 

Sanmo* I was afraid you would. 

JEfchims. Neither do 1 think you have a right to 
fell a perfon that is free — for I do affirm that flie is 
a free woman.* — ^You have your choice — take the 
money, or bring your aftion— and fo I leave yoa 
to your meditations, Mr. Pimp, till I return. 

[Exit Mfclnnusi 
Sanmo. 
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Sannh. O Almighty Jove ! I now do not won- 
der at men's running mad thro' ill-ufage. He ha»- 
dragg'd me out of my houfe— -bruis'd me all over-rr 
taken my property againft my will— given me, poor • 
unfortunate wretch ! above five hundred blows— 
9nd after all this curfed treatment, he demands the 
girl at the fame price I gave for her. Doubtlefs he' 
ought to hav^ her, fince his merits entitle him to 
ftich favor — 'tis but his due-—— -rwell then, fay I 
confent, provided he gives me the money : but I' 

Ibrefee what will be the cafe-*— whenever I^x 

• ♦ » • ' 

tlie fum, hell bring wknefles tq prove I had fold 

her before. ^As to the money, it's all a diream — 

call again by and by, qr to-mofrow, hell fay—— 
I could bear that too, tho' an additional injury, if 
I was fure of the caih at laft : For the truth is, thd 
pro&flbrs of my occupation muft be content to 
brook whatever affiont^ thcfc young gallants pleafe 
to offer them— but I fliall never be paid— icy 
t^a]: all |:hi$ is njere fpeciilatioh. 

r •• 

« ' .' • 

f 

SCENE II, 

Sj/rus, SanHiop 

Syrus. [^Speaking to jEfchinus within.'] Say no 

more ; FU make him glad to take the money, an4 

think himfelf well us'd too. — Sannio, how is 

this ? I hear you and- my mafter" have had a fort of 

a'conteft. 

Sannio* 
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. Santtfo, A conteft indeed ! never did I hear of 
any more fairly carried on— what with my being 
beaten, and his beating me, we were both equally 
tir'd* ' 

^rwji All your own fault* 

• Samio. What could I do ? 

Syrus. Do ? you Ihould have yielded the point 
to the gentleman's will. 

Sannio. I yielded my face to the gentleman's 
ifift ; what could a man do more ? 

Syrus. How? don't you know this maxim? 
that an occafional negka of money is the fureft way to 
get rich ? why> you duUeft of dunces, are you to 
learn, that had you made a few conceiEons to the 
young fpark's humour, you would have been re- 
paid with intereft* 

Sannio. I neveif buy hope for ready money. 

Syrus. Then you'll never make a fortune.— Go 
to, Sannio, you know not how to lay baits for 
mankind. 

• Sannio. I believe that's the better way ^but I 

never had forecaft enough to refufe money when- 
ever it was offered. 

• "Syrus. Come, come, I know your fpirit— as tho' 
ybu valued fixty pounds, fo you could oblige my 
matter beffdes I hear you are going for Cyprus. 

Sannio. Hah ! . [^AJide. 

Syrus. That you have bought a ftock of mer- 
chandize for the freight— that the veffel's hir'd— 

I knpw 
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I knou^ your mind is in fufpenfe about this mat« 
ter— ^when you t^rn I hope: you'll be able to 
fettle it. 

Sannio^ V\\ not fiir a foot. -« I'm undone, by 

Jove. Upon this hope they haVe grounded 

.their plot. [4^* 

Syrus. He wavers— I've brought him into a 
dilemma. [AJidem 

Sannio. O what villainy ! that this ^fchinus 
ihould have over-reach'd me at £6 critical a point of 
time ! I have purchased a whole complement of wo- 
men, befides other goods, for Cyprus— If I do not 
gp thither to the fair, the lofs will be I know not 
how great ; — then if I poftpone this bufinefs-— 
when I come back from thence 'twill be a loft cafe 
— ay, ay, 'twill be all over— the matter will be 
cold,— Are you come at laft, they'll fay ? why did 
you delay it ? where have you been ?— that I had 
better lofe the whole fum, than either ftay here for 
fo long a time, or begin a profecution when I 
return. [Afide. 

Syrus^ Well^ Sannio, have you finilh'd the cal* 
culation of your gains ? 

Sannio Is this the b^h^viour of a gentleman ? 
is it not a difgrace to ^fchinus, that he ihould en* 
deavour to*.ftrip me of my profperty by oppreffion ? 
. Sjmis. He gives ground. [AJide.'] I have one 
thinqg :to ofier •**— — tell me whether you approve 
it or not. Rather than run any rilk of lofi% • the 
whpk -^-^ what think you of compounding for 

half? 
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half ?i*— he'll be able to coUeift that by fome means 
or other. 

Samio. Ah wretched Sanhio ! — — I am lioW itt 
danger of lofing even the principal.— Has he no 
fenfe of ftiame ? he has loofen*d all my teeth ; beat 
my head 'till it's a fungus all over ; and does he 
Want to defraud me too h FU flay at home. 

Syrus. Juft as you pleafe.— -Have you any 
thing more to fay before 1 take iily leave ? 

Sannio. Nay, nay, Syrus, Aotwithftandiiig what's 

paft, rithef than go to law— let him e'en pay me 

my own-^at leaft what flie coft me. \ know, 

my dear Syrus, you have not yet made trial of my 

friendftiip but depend on it you ihall fihd th^t I 

Can both remembeir and repay a benefit. 

Syrus. I'll try what I fcan do-; but yondetr 

comes Ctefipho— -*he*s in high fpirits about his 

miftrefs. 

Sannio. What fay you to my requeft } 

Syrus% Stay a littk* 

S C £ N E IIL 

Cufipbo^ S^ruSk 

Ctejipho* Wheil a main Hands la heed of af^ 
Mance, it is acceptable from any hands ; but it is 
doubly acceptable frota his to whom you would 
wifli to owe an obligation. O my dear brother ! 
how ihall I praife you fufficiently ? this I am fure 
of«^that the higheft encomiums I Can reach muft 

D fall 
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^l hf ihoft of ycwf dofibc^^ In tl]^is partibihr | 
efteem myfelf eminently fortunate— in hs»^ing a^ 
l^oth^c {)Q^fled of every quality that is valuable 

§r/a. Ok! Ctefi|ihoI 

Ct^^o. My de^r Sycus,^ where's w^fchiaus > 

SyrtiSj^ Where ? waiting flpr you at honie* 

Qte^p. Ha ! 

Syrus. What\ the maftet .^ 
^ CtfJ}j>hq. Wlwfct ? 'OS owiag to hipj^ Syrus^ that 
I am, this day s^Uvc — ^gexxerous ^fchmua ! he kaa 
fyffer*4 ™i inteteft. to. fuj^rijedie every coniidefation. 
^f his^ovs^ aad ha,Sy ta]^ei;ii tbe whole fcandaJi aa4 
(^Ccre^^of my ^P^PVf a{id imprudeaQe upon him-, 
felf — what could exqeed fo uol?l? an ajflt ofi frieijd- 
fliip ?-— ^but the 4oor opjenfr-r-whp.ia it ? 

Sym§» ^i^fi Ska^y '(is; ^cbiaus. luia&l&^ 

S C E N E IV. 

MfchinuSy SanniOy Ctefipho^ Syrus. 

Mfchinus* Where \% the Scoundrel ? 

Sannio. Meaning , m* -r— — Has he brought the 
money with him ?-? Death ! I fee none, 

jE/chinjts.. [To Ctejtpho.'] Hah f. welj met — Iw», 
l^qking forjlyou— - — how i^ it, Cteftphp ? alJ'sL f^ ; 
cpme, come, no morp melancholy looks* 

CtefiphoK No, truly, fince I have foi^nid fuch a, 
brother, O my ^chinus !— O mj; ^x byo^herJ 

But 


•«^iiA-But I dare not prtif^ ycfti to yt)ur ^aci^^ left 
y€u flxould dfedn it rather flattery thah th^tk. 

jEfcblfms. Oo, you fimpletbtl ! as thOu|;h yo« 
aftd I were \ipbn a fodtihg that rtfqi*ir*d cetehiony* 
I am only forty you did not let us know of it Ibbtiefi 
for the matter was iiimoft & far gonb^ that all the 
world could mt hav6 affifted f6\jt, if thby would. 

Gttfipho. ModeAy jirtv^ftt^ me. 

JBfchinvs. Modefty! rather fay folly — to think 
of flying the country about fuch a trifling affair-^ 
fye for fliame ! the Gods fbrbid. 

Ctefipho. I own I waS tb blame. 

jEfchims. Well, what fays Sannio to us at laft ? 

Ctefipho. The monfter's become tame. 

jEfchinus. V\l go to the Fonim and difcharge 

him : do you, Ctefipho, ftep in and vifit your 

miftrefs. 

SamiOf Now, Syrus, intercede for me. 

^Jfide to Syrus. 

Syrus. Let us go inftantly-*«he's in hafte for 
Cyprus. 

Sannio. Nat in any violent haftc— i— tho' t 
have nothing to do hereof but wait for the mone^, 

Syrus. You fliall have it^ never fear, 
' iantm. What all ? 

S^s. YeSi {^l~->.f2ky no mote, but fbllbw xxa 

Sanm. That I wHI. 

&^pb*, Hafk ye, Syni9. 

^rKf. Wkatkh?" 

D z Qefipbo* 
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Ctefipbo. Let me intreat you to difpatch that 

dirty fellow as foon as poffible, left, in cafe of 

another quarrel with him, the affair ihould come 
to my father's ears;— —I fliould then be utterly 
undone, 

SyruSm That fliall not happen-r-— have courage; 
-, ■ - now go and entertain yourfelf with your mifr 
trefs— order the cloth to be laid, and things to 
be got ready for dinner;— as foon as this bufi- 
pefs is fettled, FU return with provifions. 

Ctejipho. Pray do fo : — This day Ihall be 
^rown'd with feftivity for our fuccefs, 


ACT III. 

SCENE I. 

ft 

Sofirata^ Canthara^ 

SOSTRATA, 

I 

DEAR Nurfe, how d'ye think Ihe goes on ? 
Canthara. How ? In a fair way, I hope, 
Sofirata. Her pains are already beginning. 
Canthara. You are as fearful as though you had 
never been prefent on fuph an occafion before j —» 
never been in the fame fituation yourfelf. 

Sofirata^ Wretch that I am ! I have not a per- 
fp|i at hon;e-Bwwe are c^uite alone^-Geta is not here 

>and 
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—and I have no. one to go for the midwife, or call 
^fchinus. 

Canthara. Depend on it he'll be here prefently, 
—there's never a day that paffes, but he vifits us. 

Sojlrata. He is the fole comfort of my affliftion. 

Canthara. As the cafe is, my dear miftrefs, it 
could not have fallen out better than it has : Since 
Pamphila has met with this misfortune, it is a 
happinefs that it came to her by a man of fuch 
principles, fuch a difpofition, and fuch a family as 
^fchinus. 

Softrdtd. True, Nurfe : . The Gods prefervc 
him for us in fafety I 

S C E N E II, 

Geta^ Sofiratay Canthara* 

Geta. So defperate now is our condition, that 
if all the world were to make it their ftudy to find 
a remedy for the mifchief that has befallen myfelf, 
my miftrefs, and her daughter— they could devife 
BO relief. We are involved in fuch a variety of 
diftreffes, that to ^extricate ourfelves is a thing im-r 
poffible : Rape, poverty, injuftice, defertion, in- 
famy ! — Is this an age to live in ? O abominable 
villainy \ — O degenerate times ! — O that ac- 
eurfed ^fchinus! 

Sojirata. Good heavens ! what makes Geta iq 
fuch a fearful agitation ? 

Geta. 
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Gtf/tf. Whom oeidier promtfes^ nor okths^ nor 

coinpaiiion could move or reftrain ; — nor, even the 
preiEeot affeftilig fituation of her inrhofe honor he 
had violated by force. 
Sojirata. I underfiand not what he is talking of, 
Canthara. Pray let us draw nearer to him. 
Geta^ Ah wretched Geta! I am almoft b^- 
fide myfelf*^! am fo tranfported with rage, t 
wiih for nothing more^ than to have the whole 
family in my power, that I might give vent to my 
fury before it cools. I fhould be fatisfied could 
I wreak my vengeance on them : Rrft, I*d mur-^ 
ther the old man, for giving birth to fuch a mon-i 
fter;— then for that arch villain, Syrus, Gods! 
how I would tear him peace-meal ! — I would lift 
him up aloft, then dalh his head againfi the earth, 
and fcatter his brains b the high-way ; -^ as to the 
young traitor, I would pull out his eyes, and af-- 
terwatds hurl him headlong down a precipice ;— 
for the reft, Td fly at *em, drive 'em, drag 'em, 
|)ound 'em, and trample 'em under foot. > ■ But 
why don't I infts^ntly acquaint my n\ifirefs with thi^ 
afiair ? 

Sojtrata. Let us call him back— r^— Geta-r-** 

Qeta. Pugh \ whoever you are don't trouble me, 

Softrata* Your miftrefs calls you. . 

Geta. Where is fhe ? Pear Madam, 1 bav^ 
been wiihing to fee you, — 'twas you I ws^^ in qoeft 
of,— I'm glad I have met with youij 

Sojtrata^ 
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SqfiraftL What's tkc matter ? What makes you 
tremble ? 

Cfta^ Woe is me ! 

Safirata. Dear Geta, why in fuck hafte ? Re* 
cover youc breath« 

Gtta. We ate abfol^tely ■ » 

Softrata. Abfolutdy what > 
, GUa. Undone-^irreparably !■■ ■ ■ ■■■ 

Safirala. For heaven's- fake ! what's the matter?* 

Geta. Ji^fl:: at this. inflant ■■■■■■ ■ 

Sojir^a^ What, Geta? 

Sn^ratt* What of him ? 

Qe^, Hm for^ken out funilyw 

^Jr^aki., Thtn we arc undone indeed !--~«For 
what reafon ? 

Qfta^ JHVs in. hvi^ wttK anodier woman* 

Softrata. I'm utterly ruin'd ! 

Geta* He made no fectet of the ma/tten; ■ ■> ■ 
he took h^r by force from a.piroeurer at mid^day. 

Sefirata. Are you certain oi this ? 

Gfta. Ce^5ttn. !*-,^^I few it myfelf* 

Sqjkr(^t0. Ah ! miferabk Softrata ! what can'li? 
tjtio^i. tijuft to, or whojEn cw'ft thou confide in h-m* 
Can. this be our -®fchimis-^the very foul of \sa^ 
fin wiioin ^ our hapes! of happinefs were cen^ 


■rw 


ter'd?-*rr«— Caiv this h/^ h^y, who? has fo ofteA fwQm. 
hp could never live 9. day without his Paoi^hila,;. 
•-K that he would place the infant on his father's^ 

knees^ 


2z Th£ brothers. 

knees^ ^nd thus intreat his permiffioQ to make hef 
his wife ? 

Geta. Dear miftrefs, forbear weeping, and con-* 
fider what cbuffe we Iball purfue ; ■ > » « Ihali we 
bear this injury in filence, or make it ktiown > 

Canthara. Are. you in your fenfes, Geta ? Is 

4 

this a matter to be made known ? 

Geta. I think not : — Firft, that -flEfchinus has 

forfaken us— is a clear cafe : Now if we make 

the affair known I forefee he'll deny it; by. which 
means your reputation and your daughter's . life 
will be endangered : But fuppofing he confeffes it, 
'twill be improper to give him Pamphila, while 
he has this other conneftion# Therefore confider 
die matter in what view you will, I think you had 
better conceal it. 

Softraia. Ah ! by no means !^— -111 not con- 
fent to it. 

Geta. What then will you do ? 

■ 

Sqfirata. Divulge it. 

Geta* Dear Madam, confider what you are about* 
Sofirata. The matter cannot be in a worfe fitua- 
tion than it is at prefeht :- Firft> Ihe has no por- 
tion ;■ then that which was a fubftitute for a 

portion, her honour, is loft : -She cannot pafs 

for a virgin. This is the only hope I have left : 
-*-If he denies it, I have a ring he loft to produce 
ih evidence of the truth. In a word, Geta, as I' 
am confcious of my own innocence, and that nei- 
ther 
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tker myfelf nor my poor child have been influenc'd 
in this afFair by intereft, or any other unworthy con- 
fideration, I am determined to bring it to a legal 
trial. 
Geta. Well then I agree that you had better 

divulge it. 

Sojlrata. Go therefore as faft as poffiblc, and 
acquaint her kinfman Hegio with every particular 
of the matter ; for he was a fincere friend to my 
dear Simulus, and has always fliown us the higheft 
regard. 

Geta. Truly no one elfe fliews us any regard 
at all. 

Sofirata. Do you, nurfe, make hafte and bring 
the midwife, that Ihe may be here in readinefs. 


SCENE III. 

Dtmeay folus. 

Diftraftion ! I hear that Ctefipho affifted his bro- 
ther in forcibly carrying off this girl : — Should xhM 
be the cafe; fliould iEfchinus have been able to 
corrupt his innocence, and make him the compa* 
nion of his debauchery, my mifery were complete. 
Where Ihall I enquird for him ? I fear he's at fome 
brothel; — doubtlefs that profligate has decoy'd 
him thither : — I fee Syrus coming this way, I fliall 
now learn where he is, — but he's one of the gang, 

E if 
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fiifeii-i tafcal f Hi Membte my put^fe. 


S C E N E IV. 

Denuaj Syrus^ 

Sp'us^ We jufl now tx>ld the oM gentlemaa 
every circumftance of the adventure ; — never did 1 
fee any one niore highly delighted.. 

jt)emea. O Jupiter I the folly of the man; ! 

Syr us. HisS. fon he commended ; — me^ who pro- 
the fcheme, he honouiM with thanks—— 

Danea* I ihali buxft^ 

Syrus. He told dewh the money inffently, and 
threw in a piece or two befides for an entertain- 
ment on the occafiott :•— That I have laid out agree- 
ably ta the intiienttdn of th% dlGfn($lrr 

Dtmea^ So \ if you wiih to have any thing 
done well, commit it to this gentleman's care. 

,^rusk Ha> Demea I I did not fee you :^-«^How 
is k with you > 

Demea. How fliould it be ? I can^t fuffieiently 
admire your mfcthod of Uving here- 

l^rus. Silly enough,, and, to fay truth^ altogo- 

ther abfurd* — DroraOk clean the reft of the fife 

* ^ 

immediately ;-7-let that large Coi^er-eel play a lit* 
tie in the water, — when I com^ back it fliall be 
boned-^hot before^ : 


ft.^ 


Demea. 
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It, and often cry out Step^^ijifl, $9kf 1W* 

the fait fi|^ bp T^eJI ygtft'4- 
^fffif^. Qppji fe#?vgps { ^?s. )^f Hy Mm in 

it ? or does he think to gain cr^jt )>y ryisifig )m| 

fpft?TTAMsJ pi9fi! I fh)l»k I f«P *h? day »|rjjen 

iSfchinus will be obliged tQ fly for WWf* i^ CAlift 

bimfelf » foldier* 

5yr«j. O Demea ! that is being truly wi^,rnrnat 
xmly fQ fep tii4t: jvhipb is pre^cPt, bwJ ^fo ft> fore- 
^ liiat which w to conjp.. 

Demea* What ! is the Sing^ogrgif 1 wiiji y<)Vi ? ,> 

§Taj. Ay, Ibe^ Y'itbin, 

i)«m^< So, for ftn4 is J19 $« Jcetp btr at bijijae? 

^|vr»j. I l)elieve fo ; fuch is their madod^ i 

fiftmt fc if pofllblp i-, 

Syrus. . ASS^ «Pf>»jd^ if ^i ^(1 *lii^ lAr 
dulgence in th£ ji^ i^|iiQ, : \ 

Demea. Alas ! the mifco^dfl^ <)f' my ^i|^i;ber 
SF^fW^Sim^ :me yvith gpa«f fO^ ■%*»«» . . 

^m. Ah, "Qfis^likf^e '19 » liftfk HtSfftOfifi 
— think not I fay this becaufe; yff^ ine prugl^HXF, "- 
#fe^e J? * iVTjy ayide 4ife.rjift(|$ ^t.v«^ fou.tii^ii? ;— 
¥«« Me fmm tflp jto ft»p jyiidom ril n^jsr,p-^ * 

£ 2 Dema^ 
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Demea* I fufFcr'd him ? would not I rather 
have fmelt it out at leail fix months before he had 
even attempted it ? 

Syrus^ Need I be told of your vigilance ? 
• Demea. Heaven grant he may ever continue the 
fame he is at prefent ! 

SyruSf It is the inftruftion of the father that 
forms the manners of the child. 

Demea. Well, but Syrus, have you feen him 
to«day > 

Syrus. Your fon d'ye mean ? (FU fend him in* 
ilantly out of town.) {Jfide^'] He's bufy in the 
country by this time. 

Demea. Are you fure he is there ? • 

Syriis^ Sure } when I faw him part of the way 

myfelf- 


i t J 


Demen^^ Fm happy. i~ I was afraid he might 
have been loitering ftmcwhere here about. • 

Syrus. . And extremely arigry too » 

Dekea^ ^WhyfcK?- 

Syrus. He had high words with his brother at 
the Forum about this Singihg-girU 

Demear Indeed ! 
- Sfjfrus. Yes, indeed had he ; — he did not fpare 
him, I affure you ; — for juft as we were telling out 
the mi^ney, the gentleman furprizes us unexpec-* 
tedly, and begins exclaiming, ^^ ^fchinus, are 
f * thefe yoyr fgandalous doings ? ■ Are you not 

<* alham*4 
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*^ afham'd to briilg fo much difgrace on your 

*^ family ? 

< 

Demea. Oh ! oh ! I weep for joy, 

Syrus. ^* You'^re not only fquandering your mo- 
^* ney, but your very life and reputation/* 

Demea. Heaven preferve him, I pray ! — He is 
the image ofiris forefathers. 

Syrus. Ay, ay, that he is ^— 

• Detned. Syrus^ he is full of thefe morals. 
Syrus. And well he may,— he needs not go 

from home to learn theni; 

• Demea. I am always ' inftrudling him — I fpate 
no pains — I train him up to them : — In a word, I 
bid him look into the lives of others as into a 
mirror^ and thence draw an example for his own. 
—Do this, fay I 

Syriis.' Good- 


Demeai Avoid that. 
Syrus. Better ftill. 
Demea. This is right. 
Syrus. The very thing ! 
Demea. That's wrong. 
Syrus.' Admirable! 
Dmea, Furthermore — 


Syrus. -Taith, I'm not at leifure to hear your 

'Jurthenmre ju& at prefent: 1 have aii excellent 

tlilh of fifli^iere, and muft take great^ care they 
are not fpbiFd j for that were as great a crime in 
me, Demeai as 'twere in you to omit the precepts 

you 
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you h^v^ jud lai4 ^owp* -rr-^ } ^](Oi ficpcMr4i9g to 
iny poor abiUties, lay down precepts fcnr i^jr feU 
low fervants jn the very fam^ veii|; th»} U too 
faki^iTP- that's quite burnt. up^'*-^ this is not wa^^'d 
enough,— rth^t's yfiry veJJ doq?; hi^ fprc to re» 
fn^v4)£r it awther time ?^ I aiff aUw^ys i^ferB^ftpg 
them to the beft of my ju4g!Sif)ej|t,*-rr-Trl9 a MfGf^^ 
Pemea, I bid th gm lopk intp theii* if^^ a; fntp a 

maxims are trifling enopg^Tr-rrT-j^pt -^^^ c|n f 
i;9W9 *)^ We mMft Am* tjbp k^wi? tp t||f §(ipil, 
«-T*Tf]ii»ye you ?t^ ^pj^er icpmnwfl^; ? 

^#^«. Tfepf y«u tefpr^ jrov»r |i\sjg, 

^^riff, IToy ^ee ^ ri^ ^cdwtty* I A^fipf? J 

Denua. Dircftly. . 

Sjfrus, For what ihbuld .jdou. 49 i^e,. «r^re, 
preach pever fo wifely, y^y fdgft^e ^ «fe«swn 
aw^y? . £^V. 

Dema. Ay, truly riiit^i? ifeifito^n, Awe M 
for whofe fake I came h^bj^i ^ ^gm'd jofo ;the 
country :— K[e is my C«!^ .<5»r«,wrrrhc.ti ««d^ed 
my fon. Since my brother vfy^ k/Wf if fo, . M iim 
look to the other JbioiiafinnrrrRl* J«^o ie |ktt I 
^ yonrfprl ^ pcft f,t 1^^ fi( piy tri^^ ^is 
jcertiawly be, i£ foysy&s -^*,t ,^ej^iy<i m?,jwn»»^ 
^•is jpRc 1 hw¥ b^d a i^iep<jWWp,.% AaS a-^vW) 

virtue 
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Virtue atid honefty* On fuch patriott depettds the 
fafety of th6 common wealth. How 1 rejoice to 
fefe tiiat there are yet st fei* df thii race remaining ! 

Now I feel fome pleafvife in life. 1*11 ftay 

hert to a& him hbW he tloei^, and have fome tbon- 
verfation with him. 


SCENE V. 

tt^po, (jrcta, t)emed, Pamphita. 

Hegio. Immortal Gods ! a mod difhonourable 
aftion, Geta ! I cannot believe it. 

Geta. Tis too true. 

Hegio. That fo ignoble a deed ihduld fpting 
from fo noble a family ! O ^fchlnts ! thi$ is ftot 
following your father's eitampk* 

Demea. So^ fo ! he has heard of this Stngin^ 
girl too^ and it ftffeds him> though a jftranger; 
■ r ' yet this ftther 6f his thinks it a mere oi^er 
of indiffer0nce»i-k*-^Alas ! alas I. wo^i'd he wertf 
near to hear aU thi&> * ■ » ■ 

. Hegio% If they refufe t6 make you fatiifaAioa, 
;hey Aiall not ^fcape fo ^afily w 

Geta;, AU our hoi^es^ Hegle^ are in.ydu^ *h 

you. .are pvr only friefidy ^uar4ta% father ;^-«f^-«if0 
your proteSiion the ^ood old Simutus commended 
us on his deatk'-bed }• ■■ MJf you foriake. uv we ^^ 
undone indeed* 

* 

Hegio^ 
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Hegio. Ah, do not name it ! — I never can for-, 
fake you — my confcience abhors the thought. 

Demea. Vl\ go fpeak to him :— . — Hegio, I re- 
joice to fee you welL 

Hegio. Demea, your fervant ;' you are the 

man I was feeking. 

Demea. Any particular bufinefs ? 

Hegio. Your elder fon ^fchinus, your bro- 
ther's by adoption, has committed an adion un- 
worthy of an honeft man or a gentleman, 

Demea. What has he done ? 

Hegio. You knew my old friend and acquain- 
tance Simulus ? 

Demea. Perfeftly well. 

Hegio. He has debaUch'd his daughter. 

Dem^a. Hah ! 

Hegio. Stay, Demea, the greater injury remains 
yet untold. 

Demea. The greater injury, fay you ? 

Hegio. Ay, the greater injury ; for this might 
in fome degree have been excused : The time of 
night, love, wine, youth, are ftrong incitements; 
call it a hupian frailty. As foon as he be- 
came fenfible of his guilt, he came voluntarily to 
the mother of the. girl, weeping, praying, intreat- 
ing, vowing, fwearing he would marry her ; 
The affair was pardon'd, concealed, and left to his 
honor ;■■ th^ girl prov'd with child ;— this is 
the tenth month : The worthy gentleman has 

now 
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.now provided him a finging-girl, Hcav'n preferve 
her I—and intends difcarding the other, to live 
with her. 

Demea. Are you well affur'd of this ? 

Hegio. The mother, the girl, are ready to prove 
it— *nay, the thing fpeaks itfelf ; — ^befides, this Geta 
here, a man of much more worth and diligence 
than men of his clafa in general, maintains them— « 
he fupports the whole family ; take him, bind 
. him, force the truth from him* 

Geta. Nay, Demea, torture me if it be not 
,true : — -ffifchinus himfelf will not deny it— bring 
me before him. 

Demea. I am covered with fliame,«^and what to 
do or what to anfwer I know not. 

Pamphila. O me ! I am rack'd with pain s 
Juno Lucina, help, fave me, I befeech thee. 

Hegio. What ! is flie in labour ? 

Geta. She is. Sir. 

Hegio. Ah Demea ! this, young creature now 
particularly implores your proteftion— let her ob* 
tain that from your generofity which flie is entitled 
to by law : May Heav'n infpire you to aft as 
juftice requires ! — But if you entertain other fen- 
timents, Demea, I will defend the caufe of her and 
her deceased father, to the utmoft extent of my 
ability. He was my kinfman : together we were 
brought up from children — together we went to 
the wars —— together we returned home— — to- 

F gether 


s* 
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gether -wc have fuSer'd the extremes 6f adverfity* 
I *iU tbtsrefore try, endeavour, ftrain every rierve, 
nay lay down my life itfelf, rather than leave thefe 
poor women defcncelefs.— What is your anfwer ? 

Demea. I'll go feek my brother, Hegio, and 
confult with him what meafures are the propereft 
to be purfuM, 

Hegio. But, Demea, let this refledion be ever 
attended to ^— the more eafy you arc in your circum- 
(lances, the more powerful, wealthy, fortunate, and 
noble you are ; fo much the ftronger are your obli- 
gations, to ad: according to the didates of juftice, 
if you wilh to be efteem'd as men of virtue and 
probity.. 

Demea. Well; return to them, and be a£ur^d 
jevery thing ihall be done which juftice requires. 

Hegio. Spoken l&e a man of honor ! ■ G>eta, 
condu& me hence t^ SoArata. [Exit. 

Demea. All this is no more than I foretold 
-«-I wifli it may reft herc-^-fuch abfurd indulgence 
mull needs produce fome horrible mifchief in the 
lend. I'll go find out my brother, aod diicfaarge 
my indignation on him inftantly* \Exh. 

SCENE VL 

Hegicj ta Softratd within. 

Set your heart at reft, Softrata, and adminifter to 
your daughter all the comfort in your power — 

mean 


Th5 BROTHJERS. 3j 

m^Q . t^ne rii &ad out Miqio, ' ii he is «t the 

Forum^ and acquaint him with every particular of 
%hc affabr : — if he will do his duty by you Vohinta-* 
rily» wcll--^if IX0C9 let him declare his intentions, 
that I n^ay knoW £Ut oott wbat.amrfe to purfue. 


ACT IV. 

S C E N E I. 

*• 
I 

Ctefipho, Syfus. , ^ 

• ^ . 

Ctesipho, 

r 

• 

MY father gone into the country, fay yoii ? 
Syrus. Ay, long ago* . 

Ctejipho. Dear Syrus, tell me truly* . 

S^rus. I tell you he is at his farm, and I dare 
fay, by this time, bufy at work. 
■' Ctejipho. I wiflito heav'n (provided 'twere at- 
tended with no prejudice to his health) that ho 
may fo thoroughly fatigue himfelf as to be confin'4 
to his bed thefe three days ! 

S;^us. Heaven fend it-««and fomething better 
ftiU, if poffible ! 

Ctejipho. With all my heart — for I have a moft 
violent defire to pafs the whole day here, in pleafure 
and feftivity, as we have begun it. ^nd there is 
nothing for which I hate that ^country feat of his fo 
much as it's being fo near towns^^waf it at a 

greater 
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greater dtftance^ night would overtake him before 
he could return ;■ now I know very well, that as 
ibon as he learns I am not there, he'll fet out for 
town again immediately ; — then his firil queilion 
will be. Where have you been, Ctefipho, that I 
have not feen you all this day ?■■ W hat anfwer 
ihall I make ? 

Syrus. Does none occur to you ? 

Ctefipho. None. 

Syrus. Vm forry for it — have you never a client, 
fiiend, or gucft ? 

Ctefipho. Yes ; what then ? 

Syrus. You have been engag'd with them* 

Ctefipho. When I have not been engaged ? that 
will never pafs. 

Syrus. It will. 

Ctefipho. Ay, for the day I grant you ; but if I 
fpend the night here, what excufe will ferve then, 
Syrus ? 

Syrus. Ah ! I wifli 'twas the cuftom to be en- 
gaged with friends all night, as well as all day ;— 
but make yourfelt eafy, I am fuch a perfeA matter 
of your father's humour, that I can (both him from 
the fierceft tranfports of rage to the gentlenefs of 
a Iamb. 

Ctefipho. How ? 

Syrusn ' He delights to hear you prais'd I 
make a very God of you to him— I recite a cata^ 
logue of your virtues. 

Ctefipho^ My virtues ? 

Syrus. 
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i^us. Ytnir's — immediately the tears fall from 
him as from a- child, for pure joy ■ ; but have- 
a care. 

Ctejipho. What's the matter ? 

Sj^us. The wolf in the fable. 

Ctejipho. What ! my father ? 

Syrus. Here he comes. 

Ctejipho. What Ihall we do, Syrus ? 

Syrus. Get you in I'll fee to that. 

Ctejipho. If he aiks for me, — you have not fccti 
me to-day d'ye hear ? 

Syrm. Hold your tongue. 


i.«MH« 


SCENE 11. 

Demeaj Ctefiphoy Syrus^ 

Hemea. What an unfortunate being am I !• 
firft, miy brother's no where to be fouhd — then^ 
while I was looking for him, I met one of my 
workmen juft arriv'd from the country, who tells 
me Ctefipho is not ther e what to do next \ 
know not 


Ctejipho. Syrus ! 

Syrus. What ? 

Ctejipho. Does he alk for me ? 

Syrus. Yes. 

Ctejipho. Undone ! 

Syrus. Courage, man ! 


JDemea^ 
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Dmea. Plague taike it ! what ill luck is this ? 
-r-I cannot conceive what it means— -only that I 
feem deftin'd from my birth to nothing but mifery* 
—I am the firil to feel our. misfortunes^ the firft to 
know of them^ the firft to apprize my brother of 
them ; and whenever they happen, I am the o^ly 
one that bears the weight of them. 

Syrus. I cannot forbear laughing to Hear him ; 
he fays he is the firft to know every things when 
i{x fad: he is ^e only one that knows nothing. 

Demea. V\\ now go and fee whether my brother 
be yet come home. 

Ctefipho. Pray take care, Syrus, he does not 
rufh in upon us unawares. 

Syrus. Peace,— I'll take care. 

Cufipho. ru not depend on your management 
for thatr-but Ihut myfelf up immediately with my 
miftrefs in fome clofet — that's the fafeft way. [JE<r//. 

Syrus. Do fo— Fll difpatch the old man, 
Qeyerthelefs 

Demea. But fee ! that rafcal Syrus \ . , 
' Syrus. [AloudJ] By Jove there's no living here 
if this be the cafe ! — I would gladly know how 

many matters I have what a curfed condition 

is mine ! 

Demea. What*s the fellow muttering! what 
does he mean ? Hark ye, good Sir, is my brother 
at home ? 

Syrus. Pray don't good Sir me •*• 'iblood ! Tm 

undone ! 

Demea., 
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Demea. What's the matter ? 

Syrus. The matter ! Ctefipho has been beating 
me and the poor finging-girl almoft to death* 

Demea. What fay you ? 

Syrus. What !— fee how he has galh*d my Up, 

Demea. How fo ? 

Sh^ns. He fays 'twas at my inftigation that this 
girl was bought. 

Demea. Did not you tell me juft now, that you 
few him part of the way into the country ? 

Syrus. I did — but prefently he came back, 
raving like a madman— he Ihow'd no mercy;—— 
was it not a fliame for him to beat me, an old 
man, when 'twas but the ot^er day I carry'd him 
about in my arms, fcarcely thus high ? 

Demea. I commend thee for it, Ctefipho, •i'^ 
thou Ihow'ft the fpirit of day father. Go— thou'rt 
a man. 

Syrus. Commend him for it ! ■ 'Faith hell do 
well to keep his hands to himfelf another time. 

Demea. 'Twas a brave adtbn. 

Syrus. A brave adion truly ! to beat a poor 
woman, and nae, a flave, who did not dare refift— 
a wond'rous brave aftion indeed ! 

Demea. He could not have done better :—isfc 
perceiv'd, as well as myfelf, that you w^re at the 
head of this affair. But is my brother within ? 

Syrus. No. 

Demea. Vm thinking where to. look for him. 

Syrus. 
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Syrus. I know where he ' is — but I'll not tell 
to-day ■> 

Demea, What's that you fay ? 

Syrus. I have faid. 
. Demea. I'll break your head for you this 
moment. 

• Syrus. r can't tell the man's name he's gone to, 
but I know the place. 

Demea* Tell me the place then ? 

Syrus. D'ye know the portico, down this way, 
, clofc to the fliambles ? 

D^mea. I do. 

Syrus. Go direftly up that ftreet, and at the 
end there is a hill, go dowu that, afterwards on 
that fide you'll fee a chapel, and next to that % 
narrow lane. 

Demea. Whereabout ? 

Syrus. Juft by the great fig-tree. 

Demea. I know it. 

Syrus. Well, go through that lane. 

Demea. But that lane is no thorough-'fare* 

St>^us. That's true, by JoVe ! what a blockhead 
I am ! I miftook. Well, return to the portico ; 
— this is a much nearer way, and more eafily 
found : — ^You know Cratinus's houfe, the rich man > 

Dpnea. I do. 

Syrus. When you have pafs'd that, go direftly 
down the ftreet on your left hand — when you 
come to Diana's temple, turn to the right — be- 
fore 
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tote y(Ar'ir««h tfe« 6itf gab, juft fey the potid, 

(Iiwc yijii'ii flndf him. 

DetfM. Whani is he doin^ there ? 

^prxir. He has ordered foi»e oaketi-kgg'd tables^ 
to be frntde, t!a ibnd ki the fan« 

Demea. For you to caroufe upon— rare manage-^ 
ment truly !-»-but why do I ftay here ? Til go after 
him inftantly. [J&Ssit^ 

Syfks^ l>o fo-— — 'Faitii V\\ ei^ercife yoitf limbs 
this day » you d^feirve, ydtf forty old dotarA ■ ^ ^ 
^ichl^^ ft^» iDtdleriibty-^th^ dinntff^s^ fpoS^g; 
A» to (Ce^^b/ he^tf devoid entii^ly fo hif 
ihi(fai^d&.'-<^i^&'$ tifti^ f§r me td t^ke ddrd ^ SyfQsV 
— ril no* go and chottfe: dtit all the nioeft bits tot 
myfelf, and taking erfP my ^pfe at itiy eafe, enjoy 
each Hioitieitt of the Uve-tong day. [£:«?//. 

SCENE III. 

Mcio^ Ifegh. 

Aficio. t really cannot fee any thing in this 
matter, Hegid, that entitles me to fuch large enco- 
miums. — To redrefs* the fufferings liiy family 
has caus'd, is no more than my duty ;— unlefs per- 
haps you thought me dne of thofe men, who, after 
they have injured you,, refent youc expoftulatious as 
an affront, and turn accufers in their own defence ; 
--^-i-bedaufe 1 have- not stfled in thtit mannef, db I 

dcfcrVe foch mighty tharfks'?' 

G ffegio^ 
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Hegio. Ah, Micio ! fpeak ndt thus— I never 
thought you other than you are ; but let me beg 
you to accompany me to the mother of the girl, 
and repeat to her what you »have juft t6ld me, that 
this /ufpicion of ^fchinus's fidelity arofe merely 
-from an intrigue between his brother and this^ 
finging-girl. 

^ Mido. ; . If you think I ought, or that there is a 
oeceffity for it, let us go. 

; Migid. Yp(i cannot :d6 abetter deed; for you 
wilLgive lif? to he? tyhp now languiihes under ex- 
treme fbrrow and afflid:ion ; and in fo <Ioing you 
wiU have ♦difcharg'diCvery duty of. hUiAanity. But 
if you had rather decline a perfonkl interview, I 
will relate to her all thjjt you have been faying, . 
. Mkio* Nay, TU ga myfelf. 
. 'H^gjo. Gen^roufly refolv'd ! pe(^k in adverjity, 
are^ I know not hoWy all apt to be fu^icious'^thty 
interpret every thing as an aflTront, and through a 
confcioufnefs of their helplefs condition, they al- 
Ways fancy themfelves treated with contempt ;—— 
*twill be therefore more fatisfaftory to them if you 
clear up the affair yourfelf. 

^ * 

S C E N E IV. 

j^fchinus folus. 

Diftraftion ! that this misfortune fliould fo fur- 
prize me unawares, that I know not what courfe 

to 
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... . ^ . . . 

take, nor how to aft ! My limbs quake thro^ fear 
—my faculties are loft in apprehenfion — I am inca- 
pable of forming any purpofe or refolution.— — 
Heav'ns ! how fliall I extricate mjfelf from this 
perplexity ? — So grievous is the fufpicion I nowiie 
under, and that not without reafon : — Softrata be- 

• 

lieves that I have purchased this finging-girl for 
n^felf: — this I have learnt from the old woman— 
for as ihe was going hence for the midwife, I came 
up to her, how is Pamphila I enquired, is Ihe in 
labour ? is the midwife fent for ? Away, away, 
-ffifchinus, flie exclaims, you have deceived us 
enough already — already we have trufted too much 
to your honor. — Ha ! faid I, what is the matter, I 
befeech you ? — Farewell, ihe cries, go to her yoi? 

love. 1 inftantly guefs'd their fufpicion, but re- 

ftrain'd myfelf from telling that goflip any thing of 

my brother, left Ihe fliould divulge it. ■ And 

< 

now what is to be done? ffiall I fay Ihe is my 
brother's ?— that muft by no means be difcover'd-r 
but I wave that— It is, poffible it may not be dif- 

cover'd 1 am afraid thev will not believe it — 

probabilities are fo ftrong againft it ; *Twas I that 
forc'd her away— -'twas I that paid the money for 
her — ^'twas my houfe flie was carried to.— —The 
fault is all my own, I muft confefs, in not dif- 

cloling my fituation to my father-: 1 ought to 

have intreated his confent to marry Paniphila. — — 
J have been hitherto afleep — awake, awake, -^f- 

G 2 chinus, 
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chifi^s* ' Tht 0^ Aep to b^ taken ^s thU-w-I will 
go and juftify myfdf to the woipen, V\l repair 
thither immediately. De^tji 1 { ^wgys tremble 
whpQ I knock at this door* [TV ^^'^ withini\ Tflz%k 
yny hark ye^ 'ti$ ^£chinvis ; open the door iipmei- 
diately • — j-^— Soipcbpdy cqn^s forth ; T^ retire 
this way* 

S C E N E V. 

Mcio. Do as I have proposed, Sofbata ; — I'll 
* pow go feek for iBfchinus, and acquaint him 
with our proceeding* —— But who knocks at 
the door ? 

yEJckinus^ Heavens ? my father ! 

^cio. ^fchinus ! 

jEfchinu's. What can be his bufinefs here ? {^Afide. 

Mscio. Did you knock at this door ?— — He 
b^s not a word to fay, — ^Why don't I ralfy him ^ 
little ? I will, fince he did not chufe to truft me 
with this affair. I4fide.'] What ! fiient ? 

jEJchinuSf Not that I know of. [Cgnfufedly. 

Micto. So I thought ; for I wopder'd what could 
be your bufinefs here ?■ .. ■ He blufhes ; r— all'? 
well. [4^4i?* 

Mfchinus. And pray tell me, Sir, what may b^ 
yojur bu/inefs here ? ' 

Micio^ 
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felf : — A friend of mine brought me hither jui| 
now from the Forum to be his advocatp^ 
, ^chitttts^ How fo ? 

Mac?. I'll tell you : — There arfi fome pwr wo? 
men living in this houfe ;r^I bielieve ypu know Sio- 
thing x)f ttem, nay J am fiwe of it^^^for they are 
but lai:ely cojj:ie. 

Mfchims. Well, Sir,— - 

JW?^/o. A girl and her mother* . 

Mfchinmf PriQceed^ 

MktQ^ The girl ha$ loft her father j-rrn^y cUen|: 
i? her next of kin ; -^^ip^the Uw oblige^ bim tQ 
marry, her* 

Mfihinus. -Death ! 14^ 

Micio. What's the matter ? 

JSfcbinus. Nothing :-^Vcry 'well^^^go on* 

Micio. He i? come to take her away with him^ 
for he lives at Mi]ety$» 

JSfcbinus. Hah ! to take the girl away ? 

Micio. Yes. 

Mfchinm* As far as Afiletuf^ ? 

Micio. Ye$. 

jEfchims* Torture! [j^fidc.'] But the womea^w 
what fay they ? 

Mici0. What fliould they fay, think you ? No- 
thiiig: — The mother indeed gives out that the 
^irl is with child by fame other man f-r^lhe doe? 
not namip him ; — ihe fays^ he has a prior claim, 
and that Ihe ought npf to ^ given up to the othar* 

JEfchinus. 
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Mfchinus. And don't you think there is jufticc 
in this ? 

Mcio. No. 

Mfchinus. No ! I befeech you ? And fliall the 
other take her away ? 

Micio. Why fliould he not ? 

jEJchinus. You have adted cruelly and unfeel- 
ingly, — and if I may fpeak my fentiments freely. 
Sir, diihonourablv. 

Mcio. Why fo ? 

Mfcbinus. Why fo ? What think you will be- 
come of that unhappy man who was firft attached 
to her (who now perhaps, unfortunate wretch, 
loves her to diftraftion) when he fliall fee her torn 
away before his face from his fight for ever ? A 
moft unworthy adioh. Sir ! 

Mcio. Why fo ? Who has promised her ? Who 
has given her away ? When and to whom was (he 
contraded ? Who is the author of all this ? Why 
did he marry a woman who was the right of 
another ? ... 

jEfchinus. What! was it fit that a girl of that 
age fliould fit at home expefting that this kinfman 
of her's fliould come to fetch her ? This is what 
you fliould have pleaded and infifted on. 

Micio. Ridiculous f Would you have had me 

plead agairift the caule I came to defend ?— But 

what concern is it of ours ? What have we to do 

with it ? Come, -3Lfchinus, let us be gone : — ' - 

What's the matter ? — ^Why in Tears ? 

Mfchimi. 
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J^fchinus. Father, I befeech you hear me. 

Micio. JEfchinus, I have heard all, and know 
all already; for I have the 'mod afFe<Stionatc re- 
gard for you, which makes me the more attentive 
to every thing you do, ; 

: ^fchinus. So may I. be found deferving of that 
regard whilft you live, my dear father, as I am 
fincerely forry. for this offence — and alham'd to 
have fo good a parent. 

Micio. I believe it, for I know the ingenuouf- 
nefs o fyour difpofition : — ^^But I ani ^fraid, JEfchi- 
nus you are too apt to aft inconfiderately .:-rIn 
what city do you live, think you? You have, de- 
bauched a virgin, whom the law 'forbad you to 
touch ■— a very great ofFence— great, 'but natural :. 
Other men have done the fame ; nay, and good 
men. But fince that event, have you .ihewn any 
circumfpeftion ; any forefight of what was to be 
done for yoia, or how it Was to be done ? — If you 

* 

was aiham'd to tell me of it, how was I to know 
it ? While you were thus in a ftate of inaftion, 
ten months have elaps'd : Thus, as far as was in 
your power, you have exposed yourfelf, the un- 
fortunate girl, and the child. What! did you ima- 
gine that the Gods would provide every thing for 
you while you was afleep, and that Pamphila 
would be brought home to you without your pro- 
viding the means ? I hope you will not betray fuch 
negligence in other affairs. — • But take courage, — 

you ihall marry her. - 

j^fchinus. 


44 TnH hUOJRZKSi 

jEfihimi. Sir! 

j^fihi)m^ Sip, jHto y^u fiot jailing with liie^ i 

bcfec?cffr you > 

Maa- Jetting with you ! Wfcy ? 

JS/ti^iHUS. I knf^ tto« ^'-^dftly the nftyre I hope 
ft trifc-*-the m6fc f feaf thecdntmty. 
' Mm. Gel home, a^d petition- the Gods thae 
you may fend for your wife— go*--*— 

j^JcBms. Send for irty wife ? What now > 

" Mcio. Now. 

' MJchiim. Ififtmediacdy ?? 

JBJihinifs% May all the Gods deteft me, if I do 
not- fev^ y<W better than- my very eyes ! 
Mtt»* What! beitef thaw iir too 3 
Mjijnmu As W^tf . 
Mc/>. Very kitfd iiiifeed ! 
jSjthtmsi Btit whcfr* Ji^ the Milefiatf > • 

Ma>. Va(fiilh*d, loft, gbiiea ftipboteii?(4;:-^bw 
why d^ye Pt^t^r ? 

jEJchiftus. Go ]^ou rather affd pt»y to the Godary 
-**-t-lbr i weH know they will be fo fliuch the 
more propitious to yo«r pr^ye^s, as you arc the 
Befft^ man.' 

Mikiw Well, Kl gp in and prepaipe evterjt thing 
necdSitfy fdr the 0CGafi«Hi :-^IfI you are wife ydu'lfr 
dio as li^ ha^ dite&ed^ ^ESxih 

Mphmus^ Is it ii6ffibl€F ?" tfc this to'be ar fether ^ 
or is this to be a Ton ? Had he beeft< my br<tl:h^/ 

or 
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6r mofl familiar coirtpartioti, could ht have Been 
:nxore comply Ihg to my wiflies ? Is not fuch a fa* 
ther to be belov'd ? Should I not carry hiiti in m^ 
very bofom ? — Well, from this condefcenfion on 
his pan^ s^ifcs the ftroogcr obligation on mine^. to 
guard againft doing any thin^ that may ^difpleafe 
him : That duty I will religioully attend to.— •But 
why don't I enter the door this inftant, left I mj^ 
fblf delay the completion of my own happinefs ? 

S C E N E VI. 

Demea folus^ 

I 

1 am tir'd to death with walking:— May the 
jgreat Jupiter confound thect, SyfUs, and thy direc- 
tions together ! I have crawled over the whole city, 
to the gatCy the pond,— in fliort, every where ; — 
there's no joiner's fliop^— nor could 1 meet with 
any one that had feen my brother ; — but FU now 
go and take pofieifion of his houfe till he- returns* . 


SCENE VIL 

Micioj Demea. 

Micio. [Speaking within^'\ y\\ go and tell th^m 
we are in readinefs. ... 

Demea. Here's the very man : — Micio, I have 
been feeking you this age. 

H ' Mcio. 


,t 4 
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: Micio^ What's the matter ? 

Demea. I have more news to tell you of your 
hopeful youth's exploits.—*— 

Micio. So, fo 1 


. Demea. New ones— —capital ones » ■ 
A&ib. Hey day ! 

Demea^ Ah, Micio ! you have no conccption- 
-of his behaviour. 

Micio. I have. 
. Demea. O fool ! you are dreaming that it's the 
Singing-girl I allude to ;— the crime I mean relates 
to a virgin and a citizen.. 

Micio. I know it. 

Demea. Hey ! know it, and fufier it ! 
r Mtci(f, Why not? ... 

, Demed. Tell me, ,pray, don't you exclaim ? 
^dotv't yoii rave ? . 
. . Micio. Not I : — indeed I had rathe r 
J Demea. There's a child born^— — - 
, Micio. Heaven protect it ! 
. Demea. The girl not worth a Ihilling. 

Mtcio. So I have heard. 

Demea. A wife without a portion ! 

Micio. True* 

Demea. And pray what is now to be done ? 

Mcio. The cafe itfelf points out that: — ^The 
girl Ihall be cdnvey'd hither. 

Demea. O Jupiter ! is this • doing as becomes 

Micio^ 
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• Mtcio. What can I da mare ? 

Demea. What, d'ye alk ? If yau feel na reah 
concern, yet certainly to pretend it is a duty of 
humanity. 

Micio. But I have contraded the girl ; the af- 
fair is fettled : — The marriage is concluded. — I 
have made alf parties happy.— Thefe are rather the 
duties of humanity. 

Demea. What ! then does the affair pleafe you ? 

Micio. No — if it was in my power to:alter itr, 
——but as it is not, I acquiefce with patience.— -^ 
It is with human life as with a game of dice : . if 
the throw you wilh for happens not to come up^-. 
that which does come up by chance^ you mu^ 
correft by art^ 

^ Demea. O rare correSlor! you have ihewn youi- 
art forfooth, in throwing away fixty pounds for 
this Singingrgirl ; who now muft be forthwith* dif-*^ 
pofed of — gratis if you cannot fell her* 

]\^cio*, . No fuch matter ;p— neither have I any ^ 
thoughts of felling her. 

Demea. What then will you do with her ? 

Micio. Keep her at home. . 

Demea. Good heavens ! a miflrefs and a wife 
in one houfe ! 

Micio. Why not ? 

Demea. Are you in your fenfes, think you ? 

^tcio. 1 believe fo. 

H 2 Demea* 


I 
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Demea. As I hope to five I now fee your folly 
•i- 1 verily believe this is done that you may have 
fwnc body to fing with. 

Micio. Why ihould not I ? 

Demea^ And is th$ bride to leftrn mufick too ? 

Mi0Qf Certainly •-»-*-r^ 

JDem^a* And you are to dance the Hays be^ 
tween them ? 

ACcib. Right : -*t* And you ihall be one of the 
party if you are wanted. 

Demea* Alas ! are you not aiham-d of fuch- 

ABeio^ Pray, Demea, for once lay afide your 
angry temper, and grace the marriage of your fori 
with that mirth and good humour whieh the occa-' 
lion requires.— I will now attend the company,^ 
Stod afterwards retuni hither. [£»i7. 

Demea. O Jupiter! what living! what mah-* 
riers ! what madnefs ! A wife coming without a 
fortune ! A ' Singfng-girl here already ! A houfe^ 
devoured with expence ! A young man in the high 
road to pefdit^on I An old man abfolutely doating !' 
—Should the goddefs of Health herfelf endeavour 
tQ fave t\Li% family! fhe would fail in the attempt. 


ACT 
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ACT V. 

SCENE I. 
SyruSy Demea. 

Syrus. 

* ■» • 

I PRO TEST, my little Syrus, thou haft taken 
delicate care of thyfelf, and haft play'd the 
epicure with exquifite tafte ; — ^go to.— ^But as I am 
now pampered with a variety of dainties, I find, 
myfelf difpos'd to take a walk, 

Demea. Here's an example of difcipline for 
you ! 

Syrus. r [AJideJ] But fee, here comes our old 
man : -—What's the matter, Sir ? what makes you 
look fo fad ? 

Demea. A pretty rafcal ! 

Syrus. Hey day ! are you come ta preach to 
us again ? 

Demea. Was you my fervant — 


* ■* 


Syrus. You would grow rich, and improve^ 
your eftate, 

Demea. \ would take care to mak€ an example 
of you.- 

Syrus. . -Why ? What have I done ? 

De mea. What ? in the very midft of confufion, 
and fuch curfed mifchief as was alsnoft irreparable, 

you 
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you have been getting drunk^ you villain, as tho* 
every thing had been in a ftate of profperity. 
Sjrus. Taith, I wifli I had ftay'd at home. 

SCENE II. 

« 

Dromoy Syrus, Demea. 

Dronto. [Coming out.'] Syrus, Syrus, Ctefipho 
defires you^l return ^ 

Syrus. Get you gone. 

Demea. What means the fellow by naming 
Ctefipho ? 

Syrus^ >Jothing at all. 

Demea. Eh, hang dog ! is Ctefipho within^? 

Syrus. No.- 

Demfa. Then why does he name him ? 

Syrus. It's another ; a little cdntenipjible. para* 
fite of that name : — D'ye know him ? 

Demea. I will know him. ^ [^Going ti the door* 

Syrus. What do you mean ? Where are you 
going? 

Demea* Hands oflf^ caitiff, — or d'ye'chufeto 
have your Tiead broke ? * {Exit. 

Syrus. He's gone ! By Jove he'll prove a very un- 
welcome gueft, particularly to Ctefipho.— —What 
have I to do now, but, till this tempeft is over, 
retire to fome corner and fleep off my debauch ?— 
Refolv'd. ' [Exit. 

SCENE 
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SCENE III. 

Midio, Demea* 

Micio. [Xo Sojlrata within*'] We are quite ready, 
as I told you, and wait your pleafure, Soflrata : — 
But who knocks fo violently at the door ? 

Demea. Alas ! alas ! what fliall I do ? or how 
fliall I aft ? How ihall I exclaim, or utter my 
complaints ? O heaven ! O earth ! O feas ! 

Micio. Here's for you ! the affair is now blown, 
and he is raving at the difcovery •— the ftorm is 
coming— —we muft prepare to meet it. 

Demea. Here comes the common corruptor of 
my children. 

Micio. Pray now controul your paffion, and re- 
cover your reafon. 

Demea. Well, it's over — I am copl, — I do not 
utter a iingle reproach ; — let us argue the point 2 
It was agreed between us — nay, it was your own 
propofal, that you Ihould not interfere, with my 

charge, nor I with your's. Your anfwer. 

Micio. It was, I do not deny it. 
Demea. How comes it then, that my fon is now 
revelling, at your houfe ? Why do you harbour 
him ? why buy him a miftrefs, Micio ? am t lefs 
entitled to juftice from you, than you from me ? 
Since then I do not interfere with your charge,. 
pray why do you with mine ? 

« 

Mcio. 
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Mtcio. There is no reafon in what you fay 
none ; — for if is a maxim of old — that between 
friends all things are in common. 

Demea. Pleafant enough ! I wifli you joy of 
your proverb. 

Micio* If you can command youf temper, De- 
mea, I beg your attention for a few moments. — 
In the firft place, as to your fon*s expences, if 
that article difturbs you, let this refledlion have its 

weight : ^You fet out with breeding them up in 

a manner fuitable to your circumftances, thinking 
that your own fortune would prove a competency 
for them both ; and as to me, you took it for 
granted, that I ihould marry : Do you there- 
fore adhere invariably to your former method oif 
living, — fave, get, and accumulate for them ; — 
make it your objedt to leave them ^11 you can ; 

let that glory be your's. ^With refpeft to my 

fortune, which has cpme to them unhop'd for, fuf- 
fer them to enjoy it; — your capital will fuflfer no 
diminution, and as to what comes from me, fet it 

down as clear gain. Do but ferioufly confider 

thefe matters, Demea, and you will fave me, your- 
felf, and your fons, a world of uneafinefs. 

Demea. Well, I wave fortune,-— but their 

morals — ' ' . 

Micio. Stay — that point I was coming to : — 
There are in mankind, Demea, many figns by 
which you may cafily form a coige&ure, nay> 

fometimes 
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fometimes pofitively affirm, that when two men are 
afting in the fame manner, the one may be fafely 
allowM to go on without reftraint, the other not : 
The whole difFerence lies in the perfons, the thing 
being the fame. Now this is fo applicable to your 
fons, that I am confident they will turn out per- 
fectly to our wilhes :— — I fee that they have parts 
and underftanding, that they ihew reverence where 
it is due, and are affectionate towards each other ; 
hence I infer, that their tempers and difpofitions 
are of a liberal turn ; you may reclaim them 
whenever you will,- But you are apprehenfive 
they will be too apt to negleft their Intereft : « 
O, my dear Demea, in every other refpeft we 
grow better as we grow older j this one only 
fault is the conftant attendant on old age fTe 
are too folicitous about worldiy intere ft ■ and, truft 
me, age will have the fame effedt on them. 

Demea. I am afraid this fine reafoning and eafy 
temper of your's will ruin us at laft. 

Micio. Say no more, that will not happen, and 

now let us drop the fubjeft : Devote yourfelf 

this day to me, — and let your brow wear an afpeCt 
of ferenity. * 

Demea. Well, as the time requires it, I con- 
fent :— But to-morrow FU take my fon with me 
into the country by break of day. 

•Micio. Nay, to-night if you pleafe, fo you fpend 
the day with us in good humour. 

I Demea. 


f ♦ 
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• Demea. Ill drag hence that ifisgiilg-girl too 
"aloftg v^ifh" rne. 

'M60, Youfliall have your will- J and by fo 
doiAg you Wiir keep your Ion in the coiintry, pro- 
vided 'you Can fecure loer there. 

Demean Fll fee to that -and what with cook- 

iftg; and grinding/ 111 tike care Ihe ihail be cdverd 
with afhes, fmbke, and meal ;— nay ; more, TU 
* i^ake her gatlier ftriw at mid-day, * till her cbm- 
^pl^xion is buVnf as' b1adk~as a Coal. 

Aftth. 'Right; ri6w yOu talk like a wife man : 
"'Aild'in that b6hditi6n^ you will forcef your fonr td be 
*Tierbe^d^fe!low, whethfer he Will or riot. 

Jbei^iea. D^ye laiigh at 'me ? You're^a fortunate 
"iaSn fo'Tia^e fo happy a'difpoftcion— I/^rf-^- 
'imfo.r Ah ! 'd'ye'Wiapfe ? 
' 'bmea. ^qI\, weH,' I have done. 
Micid. Go^ in then, and let us' ehjoy* this day in 
'aimdiinfer fuitable to the o'ccafibn. 

S C E N E IV. 

Dimea folus. 

There is no man whatever,' that* ha$^%fni*d fo 
perfeft a fyftem of life, but that fortune, 'age; and 
experiehce' are always poiiltrng out' to him'fome 
new reflection, or fuggefting fome ' pradlical im- 

.provement; fo that we are often'tntifl: lgno!raht 
where we fancy ourfelVes Inoft* expert; atid rejeft 
thofcvery things upbnirial; which W had efteeiii^d 

the 
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the; b^ft in.fppculation. Tl}is iq e:Jcaf^ljr my c^fp;.— ^ 
for the rigi<i life whick^ 1 hgye, hitjxsrtp purfy^d, 
now thai; my gourfe ig nqarly r^ua, I l?id farewell, 
tQ,;~An4. «hy. ?— ^ have fpund l?y. eajperience th^t. 
there is nothing more conducive to human happinefe, 
than an eafy temper and afliable mode of behaviour. 
The truth of this is perfe&Iy exemplified in me 
and my brother : — Hts life has been uniformly fpent 
in e^fe and convivial pleaf\ires ; gentle, polite, of- 
fenfive to none, obliging to all, he has liv'd lb as 
tp enjoy, himfelf ?^nd his 'fortune ; every one fpeaJcs 
well of him, every one loves him : I, the ruftick,' 
rigid, morofe, felf-denying, fl:eri\, intr^ftableDeniea, 
married ,a wife — ^what a fource of trouble was that ! 
— I \zA two fons, another care. Moreover, whilft 
I have been ftudying to do all in my power 
for them, I have worn o^t the prime of my years 
in toiling and faving ; and now' that I api in the 
decline of life, this is the reward I have for my 
labour — their hatred. My brother lives at his eafe 
on his paternal eftate ; — him they love—me they 
Ihun ; — him they truft with all their fecrets, him 
they carefs, him they refo|rt to — I ^m deferted •— 
to him they wiih long life — to me a fpeedy death. 

Thus, after my taking all poffible pains to 

breed thepi iip, he has made them his own at a 
trifling expence ; — thu3 I undergo every mifery-^ 

be enjoy? eyery pleafuret ^Come, come, fince I 

am thus challenged, Ipt me |ry my ikill in courtefy 
and cpmplaifence : J aifo wifli to be carefs'd and 
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belovM by my friends ; and if that can be obtain'd 
by liberality and indulgence, I am determined to 
carry my point :—fliould our eftate be impaired 
thereby, as I am the elder, I fhall not be the 
fulFerer. 

S C E N E V. 

Syrus^ Demea. 

• Synn. Sir, Demea, your brother begs that you 
will not go out of the way. 

Demea. Who calls ? — O dear Syrus your fervant^ 
how are you ? how is it with you ? 

Syrus. Very well. Sir. 

Demea. Excellently begun ! I have now, for the 
firft time, us'd thefe three complimentary expref- 
fions againft my nature—^ Dear Syrus, — how are 
^ you ? — how is it with you ?' [^Afide.'] I find you 
are a very honeft fervant, and I fhall be glad to 
promote your intereft. 

Syrus. I return you many thanks. 

Demea, I afTure you, Syrus, I am in eamefi^ 
and that you Ihall be very foon convinced of. 

SCENE VI, 
Geta, Demea. 

Geta. [To Sofirata wUhtnC\ I will now, Madam^ 
go over to Micio's houfe, and fee that no time be 
loft in fending for the bride — but here , corned 
Demea. Sir, your fervant. 

Demea. Oh ! Sir, pray what is your name ? 

Geta. 
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Geta. Geta. 

Demea. Geta ! I have this day determin'd in 
my ipind that yoii are a man of ineftimable value, 
for I think that fervanf s worth fufficiently approved 
who is fo faithful to the intereft of his matter as I 
find you are; — and therefore, Geta, if an opportu- 
nity offers, I Ihall be happy to ferve you. — I am 
pra(ftifing affability, and have made no fmall profi- 
ciency already. [^Afide. 

Geta. I am much obliged to you. Sir, for your 
favourable opinion. 

Demea. I will firft ingratiate myfelf by degrees 
with the lower clals of people. [j4fide. 

SCENE VII. 
jEfchinuSy Demea^ SyruSj Geta. 

JEfchinus. They kill me with their fcrupulous 
attention to unneceffary ceremonies : — the whole 
day is confum'd in preparations. 

Demea. JEfchinus ! how are you ? 

jEfchinus. Hah ! my father ! are you here ? 

Demea. I am indeed your father, both by na- 
ture and affeftion, for you are dearer to rrte than 

my eyefight; but why do not you fend for 

your wife ? 

jEfchinus. So I wifli to do— but we are waiting 
for the muficians and chorus who are to fing the 
^ithalamium. 

Demea. Ha ! will you take an old man's advice ? 

• jEfchinus. What is it ? 

Demea. 
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Demea. Pay no regard to the epithalamiumy 
attendants, torches^ and n^ufick^ but order this wall 
in the ^rdea to.be puUfdrdpwft, iflMnedjfitely, and 
bring her over that w.ay ;«rT-i»ake the two fapiilies 
one^^-aod let th^ mot^^c and all< thjs domefjdckiS be^ 
bi!o»ght oyer to pur; hpiirfe. 

Mfcbimh With all my heart, my mpft obliging 
father^ 

Dtmea. O brave ! now I am caird moft obliging 
father. My brother's ho.ufe will 1;>e a thorpughfar^ ; 
here will be a world of company^ a^ 90 le^ ex- 

pejoee, in fliort ^what is it to n^ ? \ the obliging 

Decwa am growing populsff vx %hp^ OPy^an tii^n^. 
[Afide.'] Order fixty pounds to be difburs'd imme- 
diately.— —Syrus, why don*t you go and do it ? 

Syrus. Do wh^l ? 

jPtema. PuU down the wall ;--r— and dP 3fPU, 
Geta, go and bring them over. 

Geta. May all the Gods reward ypvi, Pepifia, 
for your good-wiU towards our fi^flftUy ! 

Demea^ I think they defervp itr- — iWhat fay 
you, -ffifchinus ? 

JEfclmus. I think fo indped. 

Demea. Jt will be much better than to bring a 
woman in child-bed fick through the ftreet. 
. jEfchims. Nothing, my dear father, cpuld have 
been better imagined. 

Demea. I always do fo— — but fee, Jjpre comes 
Micio wt of U? ^por, 
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IS C E N E VIII. 
Micio^ Demea, jE/chinus. 

Mieio. Are thefe Ttny brother^s oifders^ fey you ? 
where is he ? Are thefe your orders, Demea ? 

Demea. My orders are, that in this and tn all 
things etfe, we regard them, aiEft them, 'and tmite 
them with ourfelves, fo . tiiat we may beCoiiie in 
every rcfped: one family. 

JE/chinus. -I Wifti fo too. Sir. 

Micio* "There are' perfectly my Tefatiments. 

Demea. ■ It is our duty fo - to do : in the ' firft 
place,* 'Scfftrhta is the mother of-ffifchinus^s wife. 
'Mitio. ^ What then:? 

Demea. An honeft and? virtuous ^oman. 

Micioi 'So' I have heard. 

Demea. Adv^nc'd in* years. 

JMicio. I know it. 

Demea. 'She is much too old for child-bearing, 
and has no one to take care bf her; fiie is. quite 
in a ftate'toP Mtude. 

Micio. What can be his meaning ? ' {Afide. 

Demea. It is your duty to rajarry- hier;-^and 
yours, -ZBfehulus, to fee thfat he does it. 

Micio. My duty to-miarry her ? 

Demea. *Yours. 

Micio. Min6 ? 

Demea. Yours, Ilay^ 

'Mcio. •Kididiidus! 

Demea. 
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, Demea. iEfchinus, if you are a man, fee that 
you bring it about. 

JLfcbinus. ' My dear fathe r — 

Aiido. What ! are you filly enough to liftcn 
to him ? 

Demea. 'Tis to no purpofe to oppofe it, for fo 
it muft be. 

Micio. You are mad. 

jEfchinus^ Dear Sir, let me prevail on you. 

Micio. You have loft your wits — away. 

Dimea. "Don't be difpleas'd with your fon. 

Micio. Are you in your fenfes ? Shall I, in my 
fixty-fifth year, think now for the firft time of 
being married — and to a decrepit old woman ?— — 
Is this what you advife ? 

yE/chinus. Pray do.« ■ I have promised. 

Micio. Promised ! promife for yourfelf, young 
gentleman. 

Demea. Come, come, what if he fliould afk a 
ftill greater favour ? 

Micio. As though there could be a greater. 

Demea. Pray'comply. 

jSfcbinus. Do jiot refufe. 

Demea. Come, give us jour promife. 

Micio. Will you not defift ? 

JEfchinus. Not till I have prevail'd. 

Micso. This is abfolute violence. 

Demea. Come, make no more difficulty. 

Mch. Althougl^ this fcheme feems to me to be 

wrong. 
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wrong, foolifli, ^Wurd, aj^ jfoF^gn to my plan of 
life ; yet fince you both infift on it be it fo. 

JEsfchtnui. Goodnefs itfclf \ I have reafon to love 
you daily coore ai»d more. 

' Demea. W^l^ hut r — rr* what was I gcung to 
fayf one wifli I have obtain'^.-T-m^What.yet xc.- 
mains ? Oh ! Hegio is their neareft xdf kin, and 
now related to us ; — rs-nhe is m poor circumfiaaces 
liijiu we ought to do fomething ibr him* 

Mcio. WhatB 

Bemea. There is a little eftate in the fuburbs, 
whidi you let out ; let us give it him for bis ii£e. : 
' Micio. A little eftate, fay you ? 

fiemea. Were it fiver fo lairge a pnc, he defwrsies 
^have it ;.,— he has been as a father to Pamphila, 
46 ^ worthy man in himfelf, and x:onae£ted iwith 
our family : — ^You cannot dilpofe of it better :-r- 
Befides, now, Micio, I fliali adopt the yr^^erb 
yaoL applied (feitdy iwith fo mu^h &nfe .and pro- 
4)riety,rTWr is the common fault of tts all in (Hd. age, 
4iat we 4ur^ too fiUeiteus a^ou^ ^worldly interefi. This 
jp^pi^oaGh it becomes «s to avoid. 

JEfchims. That is truly faid' ^it ought by all 

means to be done. 

Micio. Indeed ! well, fince JEfchinus defiiies^ it, 
-he ^U faaKc it. 

Mfchtnus. My dear father •! 

Dm^. Now you are indeed my brother^ both 
body and foul.' 

MtQio. You make me happy. 

Demea. I foil him at im own weapons. lAfide. i 

K SCENE 
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S C E N E IX. 

Syruz^ Demeaj Micio^ jEJchinus. 

Syrus. I have done as you commanded^ Demea. 

Demea. You are a diligent fellow,' — and I really 
think that Syrus ought this day to be made free. 

Micio. Syrus made free ! for what xeafon ? 

Demea. For many reafons. 

Syrus. O. dear Demea! by Jove you arc a wcwrthy 
man ! I have taken the ftridteft care, of both your 
ions even from children ; I have taught, advis'd^ 
and inftrufted them in every thing I was mafter of. 
• Demea. So it appears ; — and befides, he caii 
cater for them, and in occafionally providing a 
miftrefs or an entertainment, he is fidelity itfelf: — 
J\jid let me tell you, ,thefe offices exceed the proi- 
vince of an oriinary fervant, 

Shfruu How facetious ! 

Demea. Laftly, he affified in purchafing the 
3inging-girl— — he has had the whole care of the 

.bufihefe ; you ought to reward him for the cnr 

couragement of Qther fervants; tq <:Qnclude, 

•^fchinus defires it. 

Micio. Do you defire it ? 

JEfchinus* I do. 

Micio. If that is the cafe, come hither, Syrus, 
•——rife up a free mjin. 

Syrus^ A nphlc action ! I thank you all, — and 
you, Demea, in particular. 

Demea. I wilh .you much joy. 

jBfchiijms. And I.. ^ . . 

Syrus. 
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Syrus. I believe it :— I wiih that, to coQxpleat 
my joy, I could fee my wife Phrygia fpee alfo. 

Demea, A moft excellent woman I vow ! 

Syrus • Befides^ Ihe is nurfe to y^ftac grandchild^ 
\/Efchinus*s fon. 

Demea. Very true, by Jupiter ! — and therefore 
doubtlcfs Ihe ought to be made free^ 

Afich. What, for that ? 

Demea. For that ; — and let the price of her 
• freedom be charged to my account. 

^us. The Gods grant you every thing you 
iviih for ! 

ACcio. Syrus, you have advanced your fortune 
pretty well to-day, 

Demea. And if you, Micio^ will do your duty, 
and lend him a little money in hand for prefent 
ufe, he will repay it you foon, lUl engage. 

Micto. Not a fingle farthing. 

jEfcbinus. The fellow is indullrious. 

Syrus. I^ repay you on my credit;— —only 
try me. 

jEfchinus. Pray try him. Sir. ^^ 

Mich. rU confider of it. 

Demea. It ftudl be done, Syrus'. 

Syrifs* • O worthy Demea ! 

jEJchinus. O my moft delightful father ! 

JMicio. How is this ? What can have caus'd fo 
wonderful a change In your manners, Demea? 
whence this generous difpofition ? whence this fud« 
den liberality > 

Demea. 
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::, pmea^ 1 wiH tdl you ;-^}[t ijb to convince you, 
Micjo, that the tftciem, i» wHi?h my fon^ hcW 
you as ail €A^ and amiable m^n^ does not pro<;eed 
/rftlft ^ f^ftiGiiite of life, ^tw: froo) ft regard U) the 
laws of virtue and juftice ; but frora y<wjf bH- 
-B^O^ring, ' pftmperiiig, ^nd iqdy^gif^ them in every 
thing indifcrimijMdly^ N0W th^tefore, -flEfehto^Sf 
if my life and manner? -have t>e^n hitherto 0«Jious 
<o yoUi beeaufe I trr\ Bot-obfisquiog^ in all tb4egs> 
whether juft or wy^jift-r-r— I.hive done ivfth yo^ • 
:-^ptend^ confojuqd, dp wliat you pl«fe :.->-rBBt if 
you would rather have me (at the fame Itime tbjrt 
I wilh to gr^pt ygu every F€4foqgbje ind^lgepce) 
reprove and correft thofe faults. wfetieh 7Wtb C^n- 
liQt judge of^ ;and which ycMji pujpf\}|3 with-tb^ n^ore 
^.ardour -throijgh igijors^Bce pf thie ^i^(^^u$nag -rrr^-r- 
behold I am iJeady to wndfc^^fl th« pfficety-r-j— - 
Mfchims. Father, -we agree %o yqur.jw-ftpofal 

you beft Jwow what Jiujc 5|/e {Oipgh^ t9 piwfue ; 

•butrefpiefting my brofjierr 
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Demea. I confent : — Let him hav£ liis.fi^fefs 
— but let this ^e rite 4agft, U. I ly. i'i 


Micio. Well detern^in!^. 

We beg the fsiwm of ypu ^ppkiafe. 


♦. * 
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